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Collections and Collaborative Databases: The Digital Difference in Indigenous Heritage Research

During the past decade the digitization of indigenous heritage items in museums and archives has caused a radical transformation in the processes of knowledge production in the interdisciplinary field of indigenous heritage research. Online images of documents, paintings, photographs, maps and artifacts are now available to researchers and indigenous peoples alike. Yet, few scholars have paused to evaluate the differences these changes have and will make to the amounts and types of knowledge that these virtual heritage materials can yield. This paper considers the differences that two types of databases have made to research on Great Lakes Anishnaabe clothing. It explores collections databases produced by institutions, as well as GRASAC’s research-rich collaborative database. By evaluating the differences digitization makes in the context of a particular research project, the claims made by early advocates of digitization in museums and archives are validated.
