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The Quadrivium: What The Medievals Knew About Time & Space

Roman philosopher and diplomat Boethius (480 – 524 AD) coined the term Quadrivium in reference to the disciplines of arithmetic, music, geometry and astronomy.  These four subjects, along with the Trivium (logic, rhetoric, and grammar) later constituted the Seven Liberal Arts of the Middle Ages.  In the Pythagorean tradition, Boethius viewed these disciplines as follows:

· ARITHMETIC  =  NUMBER IN ITSELF

· MUSIC               =  NUMBER IN TIME

· GEOMETRY     =  NUMBER IN SPACE

· ASTRONOMY  =  NUMBER IN TIME & SPACE

Does this medieval reference to space and time refer to some groundless, primitive beliefs held the dark ages, or did medieval scholars truly understand something about the nature of space and time?  This paper examines the Quadrivium in reference to the scientific discoveries our technically advanced modern era.

