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Cosmology, Worldview, and the Transformed Landscape of the Confluence Region 2,000 Years Ago

2,000 years ago Native American farmers built thousands of mounds along the Confluence Region of the Illinois, Mississippi, and Missouri Rivers.  Many of these, situated on bluff-crests with dramatic vistas over long stretches of the river valley, served as burial locations.  Others, constructed in the bottomlands next to the rivers themselves, served as the focus of large community gatherings.  All of the mounds were carefully constructed in meaningful locations with specific design features and specially-chosen soils, transforming the river valleys into public spaces that mirrored the worldview and cosmology of the people who built them.  This ancient cultural landscape connects the world of the past to traditions and stories of Native Americans living today.
