Potential Hazards of Nanoparticles to Human Health and the Environment
Christopher Theodorakis –– Nanoparticles are ultra-fine powders with particles size of less than 100 nanometers.  This emerging technology is increasingly being used in industrial and commercial applications such as electronics, antimicrobial and antifungal agents, chemical catalysis, pollution cleanup, polishing agents abrasion resistance in fabrics sunscreens and UV protection, and as an antifouling agent on watercraft. Thus, there is potential for large-scale commercial manufacture and use, with resultant large-scale environmental release.  However, the effects of nanoparticles on human health and the environment is not completely understood.  Dr. Theodorakis will review what is currently known about potential health hazards of nanoparticles to humans and non-human organisms in the environment. 

