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Invasive plant species cause economic damage costing over $800 million per year.  The ecological damage they wreak is even more serious because it causes potentially permanent disruptions of ecological communities and ecosystems as well as biodiversity losses.  Ecologists have found it challenging to explain why some introduced species become invasive and others remain innocuous.  Here I address this problem by discussing the two conceptual spaces of classical ecology:  niche space and habitat space.  Niche is the ecological role of an organism, or in the present context, its potential interactions with other organisms.  Habitat is the place an organism lives, i.e., the range of places an organism might colonize.  Using local invasive plants as models, I ask whether invaders tend to be preadapted to colonize this region, or whether the poor condition of natural communities makes them easy targets for invasion.

