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Buried Narratives beneath the Earth
1,000 years ago Native American religions were transformed by a sweeping set of changes across the Midwest and Southeastern United States.  Monumental earthen mounds which appear small and innocuous today have been shown at Cahokia and Kincaid Mounds to contain complex theatrical performances of Native cosmology and narrative tied to this great change.  In both cases the event can be directly linked to the spatial layout of the entire community.  These performances include distinct uses and understandings of space as well as the presence and activity of supra-human persons.  This indicates that Native spiritual ties to the land and sacred places are often hidden, even deliberately buried, within the features of the apparently silent landscape.

