Staring Back at the Mirror: Professors Consider their Depiction in Literature and Film
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The professor as a charlatan. The professor as a noble pursuer of Truth. The professor as a bitter, revenge-seeker. The professor as a betrayer of trust, as one betrayed. These are just a few of the personae novelists and screenwriters have assigned the university professor. This panel will consider literary and cinematic depictions of the professor in comic, satiric, realistic, and supernatural modes, as s/he appears in the work of writers such as James Hynes, Richard Russo, J.M. Coetzee, Woody Allen, John Banville, and Willa Cather. 

