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The rise of the individual has been hailed as an antidote to the corruption of Master Narratives – epistemic, metaphysical, and normative (moral and political).  The university’s classical model of a liberal arts education appeared to many to be unapologetically in the service of these totalizing, reductive systems.  As a result, in conjunction with the demise of the nation-state and the rise of the global corporation, and an energetic turn toward the applied arts to the detriment of the theoretical, the university, and with it the universe, has been ghettoized.  Far from freeing ourselves from the real possibilities of fascism and tyranny, I will argue, this pedagogical (as well as bureaucratic) shift has made us even more susceptible to them.  Our ghettoized perspectives lull us into a false sense of security, as we rejoice in our freedom from the burdens of classical education, which demands attention to the whole.  Students and citizens who struggle for a comprehensive understanding of the world and their selves, this paper wages, more often than not encounter aporia, a humbling event that nevertheless sustains and even strengthens our (self-)critical abilities, our only true resistance to our microfascistic tendencies.

