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Fifty years ago SIUE was established to bring higher education to underserved areas, demographically as much as geographically, and for many years the university had, if not entirely “open,” certainly very welcoming admissions.  As the university continues to grow in numbers and prestige, however, is it in danger of abandoning a key tenet of its founding mission?  Or do the crowded classrooms and waitlisted courses represent an enviable opportunity, even a necessity, to develop more rigorous standards in admissions and the classroom?  

Four panelists will present diverse positions for no more than ten minutes each, and then engage questions from the audience and each other.

