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The BRIDGE Committee was charged with constructing the process of general education reform.  The BRIDGE process that emerged, while highly successful in some dimensions—producing a coherent reformed general education program and minimizing practical resource and program problems for departments and units—was also limited in others—deepening and developing a commitment university-wide to general education .  This panel discussion will highlight the successes and the challenges of that reform.  It will examine why a reform process that was developed as a model of democratic, collaborative, interdisciplinary decision-making often focused more on the needs of, and effects on, individual university units rather than broader goals of the function of general education. We suggest that, while we were attentive to the competing visions, values and aims that animated debates about general education and, while we were attentive to highlighting institutional constraints, we may not have paid enough attention to the assumptions and narrowly-focused concerns embedded in peoples’ identities and actions.  In other words, we were not attentive enough to institutional culture and inertia.  This session will use the theoretical lens of Paulo Freire to highlight the success and limits of the BRIDGE process.  

