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Although academics in both Britain and America often reject the idea of elitism, class markers are as clear in academe as in any other part of the culture.  The names of colleges, their symbols, and even the courses of study they offer are designed either to position the institution as high-status or to attract students who feel more welcome at low-status institutions that might be seen as more welcoming.  One knows an institution’s status by its common name (high: as little as one word; low: the U. of Western Blank at Blank), by its symbols (logos rather than heraldry), and, most significantly, by its programs (high: medicine; low: nursing and dentistry.)
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