If It Ain’t About Learnin’, I Dunno What We’re Doin’ Here!

Dave S. Knowlton

Department of Instructional Technology
SIUE has a common history that many on campus know.  Stop anyone on circle drive and ask them about the mascot and school colors, and they’ll be able to tell you.  Yet, ask those same people about SIUE’s definition of learning, and my guess is that you will see blank stares of confusion, and maybe even anger and bitterness.  Perhaps disciplinary distinctions and other barriers make it impractical for SIUE to share one definition of learning; nevertheless, given the university’s emphasis on learning as a shared goal, you would think that more discussions about learning would dominate.  In reality, discussions about student learning are quite rare and sometimes even discouraged.
The presentation (and accompanying paper) will begin by offering a definition of learning that will challenge common assumptions about college learning and offer a starting point for campus-wide discussions about the nature of learning.  Then, the paper and presentation will offer three radical suggestions for more strongly emphasizing learning within SIUE’s classrooms.  These suggestions can be stated thusly:  (a) Remove exams as a basis for measuring student performance. (b) Prohibit any discussion of grades between professor and student. (c) Consider more blatantly the spirituality of students as something worthy of addressing within the classrooms and across the curriculum.  (d) Give up classical emphases within learning (e.g., focus on mechanical correctness in student writing) in favor of more expressive approaches to student learning.  The paper will conclude with advice for administration, faculty members, and students.

