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The presence of international students enriches campus life.  However, they face a whole host of challenges adapting to the university experience, particularly if they are students of color.  This paper presents findings from in-depth interviews with thirty-six students from nineteen African countries who attend community colleges and universities in two distinctly different places: a small, racially homogeneous college town, and a large, racially and ethnically diverse metropolitan area.  These individuals’ experiences in the classroom and on campus offer valuable insight into their interactions with American faculty and classmates, which sometimes includes discrimination based on their racial minority and “foreigner” status in the United States.  The purpose of this paper is to generate discussion about what faculty can do to enrich the educational environment for both international and American students, and improve understanding between international students and American faculty. 

