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The sociological study of political economic development has matured and expanded over the past fifty years. Ranging from prescriptivist modernization approaches of the 1950s to critical dependency theory emerging out of the late 1960s to more contemporary world-system and globalization approaches, the study of political economic development reflects both contemporary geo-political realities and dominant ideological structures of the times. This presentation chronicles the evolution of development theories within the context of shifting global political economic conditions and dominant ideological structures of the past fifty years.

