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An important recent development within geography has been an engagement with the idea that the landscape is not just a stage on which actions occur, but is part of the process of societal development.  Buildings and monuments provide clues as to the individuals and events that the nation holds as significant.  The goal of this research is to track the development of East and West German nationalism through an analysis of two iconic churches in two cities on either side of the East/West Divide.  In Munich, the poster child for the success of West German development, the Frauenkirche was rebuilt quickly in an attempt to return Munich to its pre-Nazi splendor and ignore the city’s ties to the Nazi movement.  This is contrasted with the Frauenkirche of Dresden which was left in a state of destruction in an effort to present a revisionist history that ties the destruction of Dresden into a Cold War ideological conflict and seek to identify the East German state as the protectors of the German nation.  
