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“Divine Design: Sacred Arts of Africa and Asia”: An Ethnographic Museum Exhibit
Cory Willmott,
Dept. of Anthropology

The museum exhibit, “Divine Design” explores the correlations between religion, art, economics and social structure through in-depth interpretations of the artifacts associated with three African and four Asian religious traditions. These individual exhibits are placed in proximity and sequence to reveal comparisons between the origins of religions in one of three processes: 1) organic responses to the needs of relatively stable environmental and social factors; 2) revitalization movements led by prophets in times of socio-economic upheaval and discontent; and 3) syncretic movements brought about by the joining of two or more pre-existing religious traditions when cultures come in contact with one another. Students in the course conducted research and ethnographic fieldwork under the direction of International Student Team Leaders. The portion of the exhibit in the Religious Center attempts to recreate, insofar as possible, the forms and appearances of the actual places of worship within the religious traditions in question. In contrast, the component of the exhibit mounted in Peck Hall basement aims to interpret the artifacts within the broader social and economic contexts of their cultures of origin.
We would like to hold our colloquium presentation in the Religious Center. After my introduction of the overarching themes, the graduate Research Coordinators and Exhibit Coordinators will discuss the African and Asian sections under their responsibility. The Team Leaders for all of the sections will also be present to respond to questions. We request that this session be held during our regular class period (Thurs. March 30th at 11:00 – 12:15). The proposed schedule and personnel are given in the following table:
	Time:
	Speaker(s):
	Topic:

	11:00
	Cory Willmott
	Theoretical and Methodological Foundations of “Divine Design”

	11:10
	Cary Harvengt
	Highlights of the Library and Fieldwork Research on African Sacred Arts

	11:20
	Jeff Forster
	Interpreting African Sacred Arts through Exhibit Design

	11:30
	Laura Rhoades-Stovall
	Highlights of the Library and Fieldwork Research on Asian Sacred Arts

	11:40
	Tracy Speakman
	Interpreting Asian Sacred Arts through Exhibit Design

	11:50

	All of the above +

Arlene Odiachi

Nianna Rice

Sriharyni Prabhakar
Pei-Chih Lin

Jiyun Nam

Sheraz Naz

+ Undergraduates
	Audience Question Period

	12:10

to 12:30
	All of the above +

Arlene Odiachi

Nianna Rice

Sriharyni Prabhakar

Pei-Chih Lin

Jiyun Nam

Sheraz Naz

+ Undergraduates
	Viewing Exhibits in the Religious Center


