Panel Discussion

The Black Church: Origins in Black Culture, Functions in the Black Community

Prospective panelist to include: Dallas Browne, Department of Anthropology; Vanessa Brown, Department of Social Work; Maurice Mangum, Department of Political Science; Thomas Regulas, Chair, Department of Social Work; Reggie Thomas, Acting Director of Black Studies (moderator)

Length of discussion: 90 minutes

The church has long been a vital part of the Black community. From the earliest days when converting slaves to Christianity to the present day of multi denominations, the church has served not only as a worship setting but also as a shelter, a meeting place for social, cultural and political events, and a resource for services not provided by Government.

This panel seeks to explore the origins of the church in the Black community, the differences in the worship experience and the many functions the church continues to have in Black cultures.

