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Project Summary

The thesis project will study the social impacts of environmental resource scarcity using Nepal as a case study. The research project will also test the scarcity-conflict model as proposed by Homer-Dixon which offers that although violent conflict may not result directly due to resource scarcity, social problems such as famine, migration and communal rivalry will be worsened due to environmental resource scarcity. The research will make extensive use of studies done in the past on environmental scarcity and its consequences. Although, there is not an experiment designed for the research, the previous case studies done by Homer-Dixon and other scholars on other developing countries will be used as model to be applied for the case of Nepal. The author hopes that the findings of the research will be valuable to further understand the social consequences of environmental scarcity and will be helpful particularly for policy makers in Nepal to devise policies that aim at reducing adverse social consequences, especially on the already marginalized segment of the population. It is also my hope that the research paper will provide the policy makers with a social perspective on the issue which will help incorporate these perspectives in the overall policy making in the country where the focus of the government is changing to sustainable development through wise use of resources.
