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Abstract

To many “Islam” has become synonymous with a political philosophy to the detriment of Islam’s identity and existence as a spiritual path.  Making matters more complex, the “many” include prominent figures and lay practitioners within the Islamic tradition.  In order to broach this wide sweeping topic, the two papers in this panel will discuss the topic of “Political Islam” in reference to two specific regions that are directly affected by the various manifestations of Islam as a political vehicle, Iran and Russia.
“Children of Heaven: Islam and Politics in Iranian Cinema” will examine how Iranians have attempted to show themselves to the world through the medium of film.  The monolithic image of Islam often perpetuated by mass medias, including the highly regulated media of Islamic regimes as well as Western media, is problematized by these self-portraits.  Children are the symbolic protagonists of these films, illustrating simultaneously their predicament of powerlessness under the strictures of societal/political constraints and their internal desire to live a just and peaceful life.
In “Political Islam in Russia: Centuries of Conflict and Future Prospects” Dr. Robert Ware will survey Russian hegemony and Islamic resistance in traditionally Muslim areas from 1800 to the present.  It will consider varieties and goals of politicized Islam in Russia, and will evaluate the efficacy of recent Russian policies in Russia’s Muslim regions.  It will argue that current Russian policies are partially responsible for radicalizing Muslim elites and for alienating the faithful.  Varieties of political Islam are likely to proliferate in Russia’s Muslim regions through patterns of competition and cooperation with one another, with local authorities, and with the Russian federal state.

Paper Titles
Children of Heaven: Islam and Politics in Iranian Cinema – Lucian Stone

Political Islam in Russia: Centuries of Conflict and Future Prospects – Robert Ware
Special Requests
Due to a potential conflict with another speaking engagement, we would like to request our panel present on Thursday, March 30th at 9:00AM if possible.
Media Requests
A TV/DVD/VCR unit will be required for Lucian Stone’s presentation and a Power Point setup will be required for Robert Ware’s presentation.
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