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Selu, the Cherokee corn goddess gave of her life in order for her sons to learn to grow corn and survive.  Not only could she bear children, but also provide sustenance for generations to come.  Small female clay figures have been found in graves throughout the world, are these also representations of fertility?  What about a teenaged boy’s obsession with Britney Spears, would this not also be a form of goddess worship?  Images of the ideal woman have changed over time, across cultures and through societies; to some her fertility is of greatest importance, to others she must be beautiful, she is often compassionate and nurturing, religious, desired and yet unobtainable.   A woman with all of these desirable traits would very powerful, too powerful for most men who might ultimately feel threatened.  Based on a museum exhibition at Southern Illinois University, this paper will discuss the changing expectations of women and their place in various cultures.  By looking at such items as Chinese ivory carvings, African fertility masks, Vinča figurines, and modern paintings and posters we can learn about the differing ideals of women.  
