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Throughout Southwestern Illinois, invasive plants and animals constitute a very visible, but unappreciated threat to regional biological communities.  Invasive species are characteristically organisms from other places which achieve unusual abundance and importance in their adopted habitat.  Invasives cause tremendous economic and environmental harm in a number of circumstances.  Many are agricultural and horticultural weeds with unmistakable economic impacts.  Others supplant native organisms, derailing the proper function of biological communities, and diminishing the benefits they provide.  More recently it has become clear that some invasives interbreed with related native species, effectively erasing native species as taxonomic entities.  The SIUE Campus is a microcosm of the invasive plant species problem throughout the region.  Our work on the Campus has provided the encouraging insight that the problem may be soluble in restricted situations, provided action is prompt.  Unfortunately, recent evidence suggests that long established populations of some invasives so undermine natural communities that recovery may be impossible without elaborate species reintroduction efforts.  Taken to a regional scale, we cannot expect nature to ultimately purge invasive species and heal itself.  
