"Religion and Politics from within a Religious Perspective: Oikonomia"

Thomas Paxson

The political geography of both the world and the nation is fractured by economic, religious, and racial fault lines, among others.  With so much attention being paid to the 

influence and activism of the so-called religious right, it is appropriate today to focus on the religious dimensions of the polarization of our nation. Much has been said about both the hopes of those pressing agendas rooted in Evangelical Christianity and the fears of those who see in those hopes an undemocratic dogmatism that denies any possibility of error, on the one hand, and an artificially narrow and stark perception of reality on the other.  Religion is not necessarily tied to an absolutist vision of the world, devoid of ambiguity and nuance, nor is deep faith incompatible with uncertainty and humility.  Quite the contrary.

In order to escape the polarization, I want to reflect on a Christian tradition largely unknown in the West and outside the tradition of Roman Catholicism and the various protestant churches that have developed in the West. I want to describe the theandric theology of Eastern Orthodox Christianity, as it developed in the Byzantine Empire and continues to this day, with a view to offering an alternative model of understanding religious imperatives and the allowance of exceptions to them.  There are also implications for the faithful individual and her or his conscience.

