"Before the Genome: Religion and Eugenics from 1900-1945."

Jerry O'Brien

Social Work

I will consider the role of religious metaphors and arguments within the context of the American and Nazi eugenics movements. Supporters of eugenics, or controlled human breeding, obviously had to demonstrate that their proposals were not contrary to organized religion, nor that they were encroaching in God's territory. Thus, they frequently utilized relgious metaphors and co-opted religious leaders and symbolism to support their goals. Since issues of science and religion are central to concerns about the Human Genome and its potential impact, this historical overview can inform this important debate. Please contact me if you have any questions about this proposal.

