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Previous studies have shown differences in sentencing for vehicular or other-weapon (nonvehicular) caused homicides.  This research examined and found differences in vehicular homicide sentencing by driver state: impaired or non-impaired.  The Illinois legal definition for impaired driving, online judicial data, state crash records, and courthouse records from 34 Illinois counties from 2000-2005 were obtained providing data for the research. 
The research identified 1,428 vehicular homicides in the Illinois counties over the six year period of which less than sixty resulted in criminal trials, almost all for impaired drivers.  In other words, 96% of impaired and over 99% of non-impaired drivers who committed vehicular homicides were not criminally prosecuted for their act.  
Completed analysis for impaired vehicular homicides showed that the most common charges for were ‘AGG DUI/GREAT BODILY HARM’ and ‘RECKLESS HOMICIDE/.08 ALC/DRUG’ both occurring 21% of the time, totaling 42% of all charges.  The remaining impaired vehicular homicide defendants were either charged with lesser charges. For those charged with ‘AGG DUI/GREAT BODILY HARM’, defendants were evenly dismissed on a state motion or remanded to the Department of Corrections for an average prison term of 5.5 years.  Jail rates and time were similar for those charged with ‘RECKLESS HOMICIDE/.08 ALC/DRUG’. 
The results of this research should be troubling as it demonstrates limited prosecution for vehicular homicide when the driver was impaired and almost no prosecution for vehicular homicide with a non-impaired driver; meaning that society has not yet begun to treat vehicles as weapons, even when vehicles cause death. 

