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Abstract
Recent economic research has attempted to answer the question, "Does religious belief make your country rich?"  I will summarize and review this line of research.  For instance, Harvard sociologist Wendy Shaw and Harvard economist Robert Barro recently found the following: "[National] economic growth responds positively to the extent of religious beliefs, notably those in hell and heaven, but negatively to church attendance. That is, growth depends on the extent of believing relative to belonging."  This brief survey will show how economists, after decades of neglecting the possible impact of religion on national economic life, have begun to rigorously, quantitatively explore Weber's hypothesis that religious belief has an impact on economic performance.  Of particular interest is whether Islam appears to be good or bad for economic growth.  The survey will attempt to summarize technical statistical analysis in an audience-friendly format.  Competing theoretical explanations for the religiosity-growth relationship will be discussed and tentatively assessed.

