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Abstract: 
Located just 20 minutes from SIUE, Cahokia is well known to area residents for its museum and mounds.  Less well known is the fact that Cahokia is by any measure the largest archaeological site north of Mexico, and it was one of the largest cities in the world around AD 1200.  Cahokia has been studied for over a century, yet there is much to be known about the site.  In particular, Cahokia's collapse is often portrayed as a "mystery."  It does not seem like a mystery to us that a city of 20,000 people would deplete the local environment within just a few centuries.  In this paper we will discuss environmental factors that probably contributed to the collapse of Cahokia, and we will discuss more generally the status of environmental explanations in contemporary archaeology. 

