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ABSTRACT

As SIUE and the City of Edwardsville have grown, the amount of artificial illumination has kept pace. Lights illuminate homes, bike paths, and businesses. They are ubiquitous signs of development, but these lights cast an ominous environmental shadow.  Changing the night has had profound impacts on wildlife and remove learning opportunities for us. Specifically, on the SIUE campus, we have seen light pollution degrade campus skies, limiting the number of visible stars. On main campus, without the moon, only stars with magnitudes brighter than ~3.5 are visible to the unaided eye, and on the edge of campus the limiting visual magnitude is approximately 4. This means only 3 of the 7 primary stars in the constellation Ursa Minor (the “Little Dipper”) can be seen from the William Shaw Sky Lab, the darkest spot on campus. For this session, we document the degradation of the SIUE’s skies through several decades of night sky photographs.   We will also provide the community solutions to this "glowing" problem.

