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The Cerulean Warbler (Dendroica cerulea) is a neotropical migrant songbird associated with mature hardwood forest.  It was formerly the most abundant warbler in the state of Illinois.  However, breeding bird surveys indicate that this species has continued to decline throughout its range at the alarming rate of 4.2% per year since 1966.  It is now listed as threatened in Illinois and will likely become federally listed in the near future.  Despite these declines, Illinois ranks among the top 5 states in numbers of Cerulean Warblers reported.  More than 75% of all cerulean warblers in the state are found in southern and southwestern Illinois, including large local populations in Pere Marquette State Park and the Kaskaskia River Valley.  The major factor associated with declining numbers of Ceruleans is forest fragmentation within their breeding range.  Fragmentation increases the amount of edge habitat, exposing Cerulean nests to increased levels of parasitism by Brown-headed Cowbirds and increased exposure to nest predators.  Long-term protection for the Cerulean Warbler will require substantial changes in current land use practices.
