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In his 1957 novel Sansibar oder der letzte Grund (Flight to Afar) Alfred Andersch presents a rare literary example of Christian resistance to Nazi tyranny.  The existential struggle of the small-town pastor Helander as he attempts to rescue a work of religious art that the Nazis had labeled degenerate culminates in an ethical decision to confront evil with extreme action.  To this literary rendering of Christian resistance and martyrdom I compare Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who in writing as in his own life considered a direct personal opposition to evil as a Christian’s moral responsibility. Against the backdrop of Bonhoeffer’s experience, this paper will examine some theological implications of Andersch’s literary exploration of civil courage and righteous violence.
