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I propose to talk about the environmental history of Southwestern Illinois.  I will emphasize the geological history and pre-settlement vegetation.  I will begin with a summary of  the impact of  glaciers in shaping the land-forms of  our area.  While the glaciers of the most recent glacier period did not reach our location, their impact was felt through the deposition of  wind-blown silt (loess).  I will talk about the full-glacial climate of the region.  I will skip forward about 10,000 years to discuss the pre-settlement vegetation of the region as shown in the Government Land Office Records for Madison and St. Clair counties.  In this section I will discuss the ecology of the major species the GLO surveyors found.  Finally, I will say a little bit about the impact of industrial development on the region.  


The purpose of my talk will be to introduce more extensive presentations by Kurt Schulz and Peter Minchin on current issues in land management in Southwestern Illinois.  

