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Abstract:

In recent decades, the role of private multinational companies (MNC) in Africa’s development has been in the spotlight, as they are being increasingly called to account for their actions on a range of sustainable development issues, including environmental abuse. The African context is defined by governments’ policies to attract Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) for a variety of development purposes. Their reasons differ but may be summarized as: trying to overcome scarcities of resources such as capital, entrepreneurship; access to foreign markets; efficient managerial techniques; technological transfer and innovation; and employment creation. Though these benefits of FDI to African countries are difficult to assess, it has become clear that corporate interests and activities in Africa have contributed to environmental exploitation, conflict and poverty for ordinary people while enriching African and foreign elites. 
Since the 1980s, the environmental (mal) practices of MNCs in countries like Nigeria, The Republic of Congo, Sierra Leone, and Ghana have been the attention of environmentalists, human rights activists and fair trade advocates around the world. In many situations, MNCs reinforce dualistic economic structures and exacerbate environmental destruction and related poverty and income inequalities. They often use their economic power to influence government environmental policies (where they exist) in directions that usually do not favor good stewardship. The resulting non-regulated environment appears to be a condition which allows irresponsible and unsustainable social and environmental behaviors and creates conflict of interests with host communities. Cases involving clashes between MNCs and local communities have been documented in several African counties. A few examples include environmental and health problems associated with gold mining in Ghana, oil and gas exploration in Nigeria, and Diamond mining in Congo. 
This proposed panel will discuss, among other issues, the following major topics:
1. Relationship between MNCs and African governments

2. Environmental Degradation with respect to:

a. The Case with Solid Mineral Mining;
b. The Case with the Oil and Gas Industry;
c. The Case with Manufacturing and Agro-Allied Industry; and
d. The Case with Toxic Waste Dump.
3. Ecological Implications with respect to:
a. Public Health
b. Environmental Vegetation
c. Economic Deprivation
d. Others
4. Environment Regulation, Supervision, and Enforcement.
5. Roles of Africans in the Diaspora in Addressing the Trends.
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