“Thinking About America from Abroad”

Presenters:

(undergraduates)  

Nathaniel Dell, Lincoln Academy Student Laureate, “Authentic Experience, Nationalistic Categories, and Philosophical Travelogue:  The Istanblues”

Sara Sullivan, “International Standards and Local Crimes in Times of War:  The Internment of Japanese Americans in the 1940s US as Viewed from the Geneva Convention”

Lauren Gibson, “Room for the Heart to Grow:  Pamuk’s Istanbul and Immigrants’ Learned Love of America”

(faculty)

Dr. Jennifer Miller, Department of Historical Studies, “American Multi-Culturalism as a Useful Category of Analysis of Minorities in Contemporary Germany”

Panel Description:

What do non-Americans think about America and how does “America” take on new meanings in different contexts?  Nathanial Dell will address what it means to be an American scholar in Istanbul who is seeking an “authentic” experience while surrounded by Turks who are listening to American jazz  in search of a similarly authentic experience.  Jennifer Miller will present on how American ideas, theories, and scholarship on multiculturalism are useful when applied to contemporary Europe. Sara Sullivan will use the international standard of the Geneva Convention for a historical rereading of Japanese internment in 1940s US. Lauren Gibson using the convention of memoir and travelogue contrasts Orhan Pamuk’s Istanbul with American “patriotism” by recent immigrants.

Audience and Presentation Format:

This panel will appeal to a mixture of undergraduate, graduate, and faculty members.  The presenters will give papers, two of which will be accompanied by images, and one by sound.

