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The Circuitous Journey of Indian Nations and the Term "Sovereignty": The Cherokees as a Case Study
The term sovereignty is of European origin and is in some ways a pejorative term when used among Indian Nations and negotiations with the U.S.  This paper will give an overview of how the term was used in both positive and negative ways in treaty affairs and then how recently the Cherokees took another spin on the word and used sovereignty to propagandize who was a Cherokee citizen and then voted in March of 2007 to deny African Americans (announced as Freedmen in a 1866 treaty and declared Cherokee citizens).  

