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During the 2003-3004 academic year, blacks earned 9.1% of all the master degrees awarded in the nation, up by 14% over the previous year (JBHE, 2006).  While the enrollment and graduation rates of black graduate/professional students at predominantly white institutions continues to increase, many black graduate students routinely speak of disenfranchisement, isolation, discrimination, and loneliness.  A racially hostile or indifferent campus climate may contribute to these experiences.  In order to improve enrollment and graduation rates as well as attract black faculty to academia, universities must thoughtfully consider the needs and experiences of black graduate/professional students.  This panel will address various problems and solutions SIUE can adopt to attract, retain and improve experiences among black graduate/professional students.

