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The presenters will discuss the nature and current status of dialectal variation in the United States in broad terms, and then focus the discussion on dialectal variation in Illinois.  The presenters will then introduce research that is being conducted by the ILLINOIS DIALECT PROJECT, a SIUE-based project that is presently attempting to document dialectal variation as it is occurring in Southern Illinois. At its core, this project asks the basic question: “What is English like in Illinois?”  We will share what we have learned about the nature of English dialect variation in southwestern Illinois (in particular, as spoken by people who were born and/or raised in the counties of Madison, St. Clair, Macoupin, Jersey, Clinton and Bond), and will discuss the expansion of this survey into more areas of Illinois, as well as compare our observations about Illinois to similar observations about English usage in St. Louis city and county, and in more northern parts of the state, including Chicago. 
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