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Mapping Variation: A Case Study in Nepal

A traditional goal of language documentation is as a response to endangerment, whereby the properties and practices of threatened languages may be detailed and preserved for future access. More contemporary approaches involve community input and collaboration, alongside incorporation of audio-visual equipment, with outputs that allow for long-term access and use in support or revitalization initiatives. In this talk, I will cover another area of potential development in the documentation-endangerment relationship, namely the geo-spatial representation of language patterns, practices and threats in linguistically diverse areas of smaller geographic scale. While it is the case that dialectologists have long integrated computer technology in surveys of variation, there is still great and untapped potential for integration of digital mapping resources with documentation at close-zoom or community levels. Here I will focus on potentials and obstacles in the Manang District of Nepal.

