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One in four American adults is diagnosed with a  mental illness each year. During that same year, the average American is inundated with media images depicting the mentally ill in sensationalized and oftentimes irresponsible ways. The stigma created by these images can lead to a lowered quality of life for those with mental illness and false beliefs for the media consumer. In recent years some of these depictions have been more nuanced, more factual, and more sympathetic.  Others have not. This presentation will focus on the changing image of mental illness as created by that most American of institutions: Hollywood. 

