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Literature and Collaborative Space: from Page to Screen and Back Again

Our common perception of the literary scholar is of the lone academic writing in his garret surrounded by bulging bookshelves with his head bowed over a manuscript. We presume that an endless stream of his critics’ comments scroll through his mind as he crafts original thought. Book History, a field that studies the multiple agents involved in the production and perception of a text, has proven that even during the age of manuscript, this stereotype was a myth—all textual productions are collaborative. Digital scholarship has been criticized as a utopian vision of scholarly community, but this disallows the collaborative work already underway but undercover. In this talk, I will discuss how digital space brings to light the shared works of scholarship so anathema to traditional narratives and how digital space can continue to encourage and celebrate collaborative versus cooperative models for literary scholars.
