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I am proposing a paper on Entertainment and Leisure in East St. Louis from 1950-1995. It is my argument that the nature of leisure and entertainment state a great deal about the socio-economic status of a community. By examining the evolution of entertainment and leisure in the Greater East St. Louis area (ESTL, Brooklyn, Centerville, Washington Park, Madison, etc.) I can trace the changes in economic opportunity, and the changes in the composition of the population in the area. My paper focuses mainly on the African American communities of the cities in question, although other groups will be mentioned too since no one population lives in a vaccum.

