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Goals of the exhibit

Why exhibit investigation results?

The first A. E. Harmon exhibit

Needed to achieve goals

« Display material artifacts
* Background information and text
¢ Think about the viewers

— What they expect

— Plus, a little more
* Further reading and participation
* Make it look good

artifacts text the viewer more information display design




Selecting the artifacts Background and descriptive text

Change in the American Botiom
Critical changes occurring during the cultural
transition between the Late Woodland and the
Emergent Mississippian periods include population

* Text from the first exhibit growth, the introduction of maize agriculture,
. architectural changes, and an increase in competition
« A. E. Harmon Site Report among groups living in the American Bottom. Those
changes culminated in the Mississippian period, when
« Past senior assignments Cahokia became the dominant cultural center of the
American Bottom.

.
Dr. Holt e starchy e compex prevalent o the
‘Woodland Period: Phalaris caroliniana
q
* Quotes from st « ; Chenopodlum berlandierl
(goosefoot); and Polygonum erectum
(knotweed)

<

Reconstructing a prehistoric house
Mat Terry built a reconstruction of a house
structure based on the plan view of Feature 103.
He described the process in his senior project
entitled, “A Functional Analysis of a
Reconstructed Sponemann Phase Keyhole
Structure.” Vat monitored the inside
temperature through seasonal changes and
observed the rate of decompasition.

“The people you meet are definitely one of
the best things about archacology. Next to
eating your lunch amongst the trees and
playing in the dirt, of course.”

- Toshia Evans

.

artifacts text

Relating to the viewers For more information...

(the customer’s always right)

AMERICAN BOTTOM
ARCHAEOLOGY

* Research on how visitors learn from exhibits AN 2
* Viewer diversity * Anthropology website 2

9 q * Read about regional archaeolo;
* Viewer expectations & &

* Contact Dr. Holt
* How learning happens
* Making a memory

the viewer more information

gn- concepts' Organizing the components
e viewer’s attention)

the viewer more information

able to rplicateth rof Hne nd xprinent with three
other roing atenativs.




Getting it together

Pictures worth a
thousand words

Selecting text
Background color

Production

70% scale model
Full-scale cardboard templates

Putting the display together

Masonite panels across the back
Gatorboard for side and bottom
panels

Affixing display panels/pictures
Setting the artifacts

The D. Hitchens Site exhibit

Based on SIUE’s 2006
Archaeological Field
School

Similar to A. E. Harmon
display

Differences determined by
investigation results

‘Works Cited

Bernard, H. Russell
2002 Research Methods in Anthropology: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Altamira Press, Walnut Creek.

Dent, Borden D.
1999 Cartography: Thematic Map Design. WCB/MeGraw-Hill, Boston.

Diamond, Judy
1999 Practical Evaluation Guide: Tools for Museums and Other Informal Educational Settings. Altamira Press, Walnut
Falk, John H. and Lynn D. Dierking
1998 Learning from Museums: Visitor Experiences and the Making of Meaning. Altamira Press, Walnut Creek.

Holt, Julie Zimmermann, Shannon L. Moore, Toshia Evans, and Cassandra Buskohl
2006 SIUE Field School ions at the A. E. H Southern linois University

Hooper-Greenhill, Eilean
2000 Museuns and the Interpretation of Visual Culture. Routledge, London.

Macdonald, Sharon (editor)
1998 The Politics of Display: Museums, Science, Culture. Routledge, London.

Museutt, H. C.
1963 Display Technigue. Mills & Boon Limited, London.

Neal, Arminta
1976 Exhibits for the Small Museun: a Handbook American Association for State and Local History, Nashville.

Society for Ameriean Archacology
2006 Archacology for the public. Electronic document, ht(p://www.sas.org/public/resorces/ethics. html, accessed
November 8, 2006.

Ward, Henry L.
1907 The Anthropological Exhibits in the American Museum of Natural History. Science, New Series. 25:745-746.




Sincere thanks to:

Dr. Julie Zimmermann Holt, Michele Lorenzini, Dr. Cory Willmott, and
Leah Wildhaber of the Anthropology Department

SIUE Archaeological Field School students Toshia Evans, Sandy (Buskohl) Price,
Mat Terry, Valerie Starr, Miranda Yancey, and Erin Marks

Dr. Rick Wolfel of the Geography Department

Mike Mason and Jerry Fahey of the University Museum

All the people who replied to the survey

My siblings Bobbie, Rick, Scott, and Anita from MAR Graphics in Valmeyer,
Angie Siburt, my mom Audrey Roever, my Kids Brian, Katie, and Lucie,

in-law Carla, granddaughters Dahlia and Gabi, and my
husband Glenn

Come to the Maeystown Freulingfest!

Sunday, May 6 from 9 to 4




