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~~ The American Botiom

175 Square Miles
Floodplain between Alton lllinois and Kaskaskia River

Northern boarder is near confluence with the Missouri and
llinois Rivers. | '

Consecutive Occupatlons from Archaic to Hlstorlc Times

Best Known for Cahokla
Largest Prehistoric Site North of Mexico
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Why Pottery?

Freqguent Style Change

Specific to time period

Specific to geography

May indicate use patterns of site

May indicate trade patterns
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Methods:
» Excavation

» Ceramic Analysis:

Surface Decoration

Exterior Surface

Temper

Wall Thickness

Rim Diameter



Feature 171

Woodland Pit Feature
Thick Pottery
Cordmarking

Nodes

Cement Hollow phase

- 150BCtoAD 1




Feature 182

Mississippian Pit Feature

* Looted!

Madison County Shale

- Bluff Jars

Effigy Head (Owl?)

Edelhardt Phase

- AD 950 - 1000 ( ‘



Feature 161

Mississippian House
Shell Temper

Red Slip Pottery

Seed Jar

Punctates

Lohmann Phase

AD 1000 — 1050
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Resliits:

Number of Sherds Per Period
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Reslilts:

Number of Sherds Per Period
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