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HYPOTHESIS

* The time frames for the four major theoretical paradigms in
American Anthropology (Salvage, Acculturation, Resistance,

and Post-Modern) can be distinguished through quantification
of word choice variation.

* This methodology refines and modifies the qualitative findings
of Edward Bruner (1986) and Thomas Patterson (2001).




Essential Literature

* Dumont, Jean-Paul: Prologue to Ethnography or Prolegomena
to Anthropography (1986)
* Blakey: Man and Nature, White and other (2010)

* Jordon, Glenn: On Ethnography in an Intertextual Situation:
Reading Narratives or Deconstructing Discourse? (2010)




Sequential Models of Paradigms in Anthropology

* Patterson: A Social History
of Anthropology in the
United States(2001) .
Chapter Headings

* Bruner: Ethnography as
Narrative (1986)

1930s-1940s (acculturation):
“the dominate story

constructed about Native
American culture change
saw the present as
disorganization, the past as
glorious, and the future as
assimilation” (Bruner, 139).

1970s (resistance): “the
golden age is in the future,
as the indigenous people
struggle against exploitation
and oppression to preserve
their ethnic identity”
(Bruner, 140).

1.1776-1879: Anthropology
in the New Republic

2.1879-1929: Anthropology
in the Liberal Age

3.1929-1945: Anthropology
and the Search for Social
Order

4.1945-1973: Anthropology
in the Postwar Era

5. 1974-2000: Anthropology
in the Neoliberal Era




PARADIGMS

* DEFINITION: Popular narrative structures used to
conceptualize a position in a meaningful, theoretical way. A
paradigm is used to promote (or demote) a concept. They are
usually referred to as theoretical models. (Bruner 1986)

* Shifts generally take place over a ten year period.
* Many words experience lag in either acceptance or rejection.




PARADIGMS (Interpretation)

1895-1929: Salvage Anthropology
1930-1954: Acculturation
1955-1979: Resistance
1980-2004: Post-Modern
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DATA SET

* American Anthropologist: academic journal
1895-2004
22 groupings
5 year intervals
e.g. 1895-1899, 1900-1904, ..., 2000-2004
29 words in the test set

4 words predictive of the 4 paradigms:
Salvage: primitive
Acculturation: extinct
Resistance: education
Post-modern: colonization
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Representative of Salvage

Percent of word in five year periods
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Representative of Acculturation
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Representative of Resistance

percentage of words in five year period
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Representative of Post-Modern

Percent of Term Occurences Per 5 Year Periods
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CONCLUSION

* The different choice words can be used to conceptualize and
isolate the major theoretical paradigms of American
Anthropology.

* The paradigms defined by Bruner and Patterson are present,
but may take on a different shape than previously
distinguished.




