IS324: Land and People of Asia
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This course is an introductory inquiry into the roots and manifestations of Asian cultures.  It can assist students in understanding their contemporaries from Asian nations, and in articulating and responding to human concerns in ways that differ from Anglo-European approaches.

Main goals of the course are 1) to gain greater understanding that may lead to more effective communication across cultural boundaries, and 2) to gain knowledge that can help in understanding current global affairs.

Comprehensive coverage of Asian cultures is not possible in a single course. This semester emphasis is given to India, Bhutan, China, and Taiwan.  The course considers historical, philosophical, and religious foundations of Asian civilizations, and examines products of those foundations in areas such as ethics, politics, and the healing arts.
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