Hist461: The History of Cuba

Fall 2010

Course Description
While events like the dramatic battle between the Cuban exile community and the U.S. government over Elián González occasionally grab people’s attention, much about Cuba remains mysterious or misunderstood for us in the United States.  We may know about Cuba’s famous cigars and rum, old cars, and bearded revolutionary leader Fidel, but other details seem to elude us.  Few of us probably knew that both U.S. and Cuban politicians seriously considered having Cuba join the U.S. as a state in the early 19th century. More recently, Cold War policy concerns have so dominated our perceptions of Cuba, that we often forget how popular Cuba was as a U.S. tourist destination or how important it was as a trading partner in the first half of the twentieth century.  Nor can we recall with any clarity the reasons why a band of socialist revolutionaries captured the hearts of the Cuban people (at least initially).  The lack of general knowledge about Cubans and Cuban history is surprising, especially given the intimate ties between our two nations.
Fidel’s failing health and the recent transfer of the political reigns to Raul Castro remind us that Cuba is at the beginning of another important transition in its own history. But for us to understand how Cuba will negotiate this transition period, we first need to become familiar with Cuba’s past.  This course examines the history of Cuba from 1800 to the present.  In general, we will follow a chronological format, focusing on the political organization of the state, the development of the Cuban economy, and the changes to Cuban society.

Taught by Professor Tom Jordan of the Department of Historical Studies

Class meetings are Monday and Wednesday from 3:00 to 4:15

This class has no prerequisites.

