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Myers: Stimulating minds, teaching art
For thousands of years metalsmithers were held in
great esteem by numerous societies because they supplied many of the basic tools used in agriculture. As time
went by metalsmithers began to specialize based upon
the kind of metal they used or the final product they
wanted to generate.
One of those specializations became metalsmithing for
the sake of art.
Today, using metals in art has become very popular
thanks to artists such as Paulette Myers, professor of
metalsmithing in the Department of Art and Design at
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. Myers was
born in Fostoria, Ohio, to artist parents and developed
her interest in art from an early age.
“It was the confidence I gained working in any construction-related experience or drawing that led me to
become an artist,” said Myers. “In school I was considered the artist of the class. My parents nurtured that.”
She went on to obtain her bachelor’s degree in metalsmithing and art education at Indiana University in
Bloomington and her master’s of fine arts in metalsmithing in jewelry design and sculpture at Washington
University in St. Louis.
One of the areas that Myers is active in is art education. She said that she believes that exposure to art from
an early age has a tremendous impact on children’s
general education.
“The sensitivity of each individual is developed to a
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Meanwhile, donations poured in
— 300 boxes of food from Gateway
Family Church in Glen Carbon,
boxes of Capri Sun from nearby
Kraft Foods, boxed lunches courtesy
of Ameren.
Phyllis McQuay used her large van
to deliver food around the neighborhood.
In the ensuing days, various agencies helped clean up debris and began
putting things back together. Crews
came from the Madison County
Public Works Department, the
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Helen Hawkins, who represents
Madison County Board District 16 in
Granite City, had significant hail and
wind damage to the roof of her home
as well as to her car.
“The good news is, the house is still
there, and the car is driveable,“ she
said. “The hail was really large, but I
still have a roof over my head.”
In recent days, Hawkins has been
working with her insurance company to get the damage assessed and
repaired.
“It happened to a lot of people,
and you hate to think there was any
scamming,” she said.
While there were commercial roof
repair trucks in the hardest hit areas,
Hawkins hasn’t heard of anyone
who has been taken advantage of by
unscrupulous contractors.
Consumer advocates such as the
BBB and Illinois Attorney General
Lisa Madigan say that homeowners
need to use the same precautions
when hiring someone to do home
repairs as they do for storm and
flood clean up.
To begin with, take a deep breath
and check out a contractor before
signing a contract, says Michelle
Corey, president of the BBB office in
St. Louis, in a recent news release.
Ask for references of people in the
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s 0UBLIC 7ORKS INCLUDES CEMEtery) — Kostyshock, chairman, and
Linda Garcia.
s (EALTH INCLUDES BUILDING AND
zoning and code enforcement) —
Vallino, chairman, and Schmidt.
s 0ERSONNEL  'ARCIA CHAIRMAN
Gulledge and a trustee of the department involved.
s 0ARKS"UILDINGS  "ELL CHAIRman, and Vallino.
Special committee appointments
were:
s #OMMUNITY )MPROVEMENT "OARD
Liaison, Schmidt.
s (ISTORICAL -USEUM AND ,IBRARY
Liason, Kostyshock.
s )NSURANCE #OMMITTEE 3HORT AND
Kostyshock.
s -INISTERIAL !LLIANCE ,IASON
Garcia.
s 0LANNING #OMMISSION ,IASON
Vallino.
Staff appointments were also
made, as they are annually, for the
2011-12 fiscal year.
Those moves included: Kevin
Flaugher as building and zoning
administrator and fire chief, Marvin
Brussatti as comptroller, Rich
Schardan as police chief, Patrick
Presson as public works director,
Ron Motil as village attorney, Tracy
Fenton as village clerk and Jolene
Henry as village treasurer.
Meanwhile, the board approved
a $10,376 contract with AJD
Landscaping of Collinsville to construct a retaining wall as part of
the Lakeview Acres Road Phase II

Dr. Aldemaro Romero
College Talk

higher degree for any kind of art if they study arts from
early on,” said Myers. “Artists are both born and taught,
but when people are not exposed to the arts, they lack
the opportunity to assess whether or not they have the
talent to become artists.”
But there are fewer opportunities for children to discover art at an early age due to increasing economic pressures that have led to many arts programs being closed
in public schools.
“In the whole person of every child … arts play an
important role in the development of society consciousness, and everyone needs that opportunity,” Myers
said.
Myers is a great example of how it is a misconception
that the physical nature of the work involved in sculpture and metalsmithing has led to it being an art form
dominated by men. In fact, Myers learned metalsmithing from other women artists in the 1960s at Indiana
University.
“There are both males and females in the field, but
early on females were not recognized,” Myers said.
Although the common view is that metalsmithers use
metal objects in their work, many use plastics and resins
to create sculpture and jewelry.

Myers has had about 50 exhibits of her art throughout
the United States. Staging an exhibition of art is a very
time consuming process. Things begin with an invitation
two years before an exhibit is scheduled to take place.
Once they receive the invitation, artists must then
start thinking about what to produce to include in the
exhibit. Many work to get funding from the National
Endowment for the Arts in order to have the time and
material they need to produce their art.
“You start with sketches,” said Myers, who added that
there are many steps in the creative process before the
metalsmither actually starts working with the metals.
Many art students today are using computer graphics to
develop their ideas, creating three-dimensional models
before beginning the actual work of art.
At what point are metalsmithers satisfied with their
creation? And what do they do if they are not? For musicians it is relatively easy to go back to the score and make
changes. Painters can repaint entire sections of canvas,
but metalsmithers have a harder time since they have to
reshape the pieces they have produced.
The famous art historian Giorgio Vasari told the story
that when Michelangelo finished the statue of Moses
he thought it was so perfect that he exclaimed “parla,”
which means “speak” in Italian. Contemporary artists
don’t always seek such perfect representations of reality
in their art.
“You are always thinking on how to represent things

in multiple ways,” said Myers.
Today’s metalsmithing students, Myers said, must
have a strong background in different skills to express
their ideas, including modeling metal with a hammer,
controlling their materials and casting.
When these students graduate and decide to go into
teaching sometimes they are chosen not because of their
skill in metalsmithing but because of the other skills they
have developed.
In addition to becoming teachers, many metalsmithers
produce jewelry or have their art exhibited at galleries.
Others make a living by having their work commissioned by either organizations or individuals.
Myers teaches a number of different courses on metalsmithing at SIUE, where she said she finds the environment very conducive to producing art.
“It is very stimulating to be in an environment where
there are so many minds taking on an idea and moving
with it,” Myers said. “You are not alone in the studio,
which really helps you to be aware of other people and
movements in the field, which, in turn, helps you propel
faster into your own thinking.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. His
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

Sheriff’s Work Alternative Program,
the Red Cross and United Way.
This week, homeowners continued
the task of sifting through belongings. Tarps were still draped over
gaping holes at several homes.
On Thursday morning, Hawkins
drove down Angela Drive and saw
trucks and cleanup crews parked
outside neighbor Renee Wiedner’s
house. Wiedner was outside taking
a break.
Hawkins drove out to Wal Mart
and brought back some Totes to help
Wiedner and others pack photos and
other heirlooms.
“We’ll go on with our lives regardless,” Hawkins said. “You just pick
up where you left off and go from
there.”
area for whom the contractor has
done work, and be sure to check
those out.
“If customers are pleased with the
jobs, they’ll be proud to show off the
results,” Corey said.
Homeowners can check the BBB’s
Web site to see which home repair
businesses the organization has
accredited.
Madigan said contractors who go
door-to-door are often transients who
move quickly into troubled areas.
She encourages homeowners to:
s 3HOP AROUND FOR THE BEST DEAL
even if there is a need to act quickly.
Get written estimates from several
contractors, and don’t be rushed into
a deal.
s 'ET ALL THE TERMS OF THE CONtract in writing and obtain a copy of
the signed contract. Never make full
payment until all the work has been
completed to your satisfaction, and
never pay cash.
s "E AWARE THAT YOU HAVE THE RIGHT
to cancel a contract within three business days if you signed it based on
the contractor's visit to your home.
The Illinois Home Repair and
Remodeling Act requires contractors
to furnish customers with written
contracts for any repair or remodeling work costing more than $1,000.
Hertz advised homeowners to be
wary of people who drive up in a
vehicle with unmarked or out-ofstate license plates, ask to be paid up
front and quote a price that seems
unreasonably low.
Project.
Gulledge said the village’s first
attempt to build a wall was unsuccessful, so it will try again.
“This is a wall we ran into problems with. We’re going to try to
make this right out there,” he said.
“To get the correct slope on this
property, we’re going to have to redo
this wall.”
Presson told the board the new
wall will be 20 feet longer to the
north and two-and-a-half feet taller from the center than the current
wall.
In other business:
s &IRST "APTIST #HURCH -ARYVILLE
Pastor Rich Cochran delivered a
prayer at the beginning of the meeting.
It was the first prayer for the board
after it adopted a resolution to do so
at its April 20 meeting.
s 3CHMIDT SAID THE #OMMUNITY
Improvement Board is planning a
village-wide garage sale June 4 and
also Fallfest later in the year.
s 3CHARDAN REPORTED THE POLICE
department received 234 calls for
service in April and issued 168 citations.
s &LAUGHER AS FIRE CHIEF REPORTED
72 responses in April, 49 of which
were for emergency medical services
and six for structural fires.
s !S BUILDING AND ZONING ADMINistrator, Flaugher said the village
issued 22 building permits in April,
collecting $7,920 in fees. The estimated value of construction for those
permits is $2,218,000.
s 'ULLEDGE TOLD THE BOARD THE VILlage had received word from Illinois
Secretary of State Jesse White’s
office informing it that the final 2010
Census figure has been set at 7,487.
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Got diapers?
The Junior Service Club of Edwardsville/Glen Carbon collected 3,516 diapers to donate to the Glen Ed Pantry. Sitting with
some of the diapers, from left, are Judy Moody, executive director of the pantry; Junior Service Club member Missy Borden with
daughter Stella; and Angela Brickman, also a member.
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Bellm described the common
brown stink bug as “more of a uniformed light brown” whereas the
brown marmorated stink bug “is a
light and dark blotchy brown” with
white banding on its legs, wing covers and antenna.
Aside from color, Bellm said the
main difference between the two is
that the common brown stink bug
creates only minor problems and
very seldom does its population get
very high.
“They tend to be scattered individual bugs in an area, whereas
this invasive brown marmorated
stink bug, it aggregates," he said.
"It comes together in large numbers
and multiplies quite rapidly. You’ll
find dozens or maybe hundreds on
a plant."

Stink bug In its natural element
This species also eats practically
anything and thrives on fruit and
vegetable plants.
“So it’s got this issue of what it’s
going to do to apples, peaches, pears,
tomatoes and sweet corn, plus what
it’s going to do to the field corn that
farmers grow for livestock feed and
the soybeans that they grow for soy-

bean oil,” Bellm added.
Once the bug arrives, homeowners will begin to see it inside their
homes. “It overwinters as an adult,
so in its native habitat, it would
overwinter under rocks in the side
of a cliff or in the bark of a tree,”
Bellm said. “In this country, it’s
going to overwinter inside the walls
of your house.”
Bellm equated the effect of the
stink bug to be similar to that of
the multi-colored Asian lady beetle
that homeowners find each spring
crawling around windows.
“This thing is going to do the
same kind of damage except it’s a
whole lot bigger and a whole lot
stinkier,” he said.
“I have heard comments from
entomologists saying this is going
to be a worse problem than the
Japanese beetle is.”
Keeping the stink bug at bay for
homeowners means sealing cracks
around a home to stop the bugs
from entering.

If it finds a way inside, Bellm
emphasized there’s a right and
wrong way to kill it.
“The last thing you want to do if
you see it inside the house is to swat
it and kill it, because it’s going to
stink,” he said.
“My recommendation for any of
the insects inside the house, whether it’s the stink bug or Asian beetles
or any other bug, is to take a vacuum cleaner with a hose attachment,
suck them up and then immediately
dispose of the vacuum cleaner bag
outside.”
Bellm also noted that insecticides
won’t kill the bug because “the
insect won’t come in contact with it
enough to be effective.”
There’s no doubt, the brown marmorated stink bug will make its
mark on crops and gardens alike
and cause homeowners major headaches when it arrives.
“It’s not a question of if, it’s a
question of when is it going to get
here,” Bellm said.

Coleman guilty; death sentence unlikely
By JIM SUHR
Associated Press
WATERLOO (AP) — A former
Marine and pastor’s son was convicted Thursday of strangling his
wife and two sons exactly two years
earlier in what prosecutors say was
his bid to further an affair and keep
a job with a televangelist.
Jurors deliberated 15 hours over
two days before finding Christopher
Coleman, 34, guilty of three counts
of first-degree murder in the deaths
of Sheri Coleman, 31, and their two
sons, ages 11 and 9.
With the verdict, the trial
advanced to the sentencing phase in
which prosecutors said they would
seek the death penalty, though such
a sentence mostly likely would be
symbolic because capital punishment was abolished in Illinois in
March. Democratic Gov. Pat Quinn
has pledged to commute a death
sentence given to anyone before the
ban takes effect July 1.
Prosecutors theorize Coleman
killed his family on May 5, 2009,

in the family’s lakeside home in
Columbia because he feared his
affair with his wife’s longtime friend
would cost him his $100,000-a-year
job as the security chief for Missouribased Joyce Meyer Ministries. His
case, with its mix of religion, adultery and violence, has tantalized
much of the St. Louis region.
Upon
hearing the verdict,
Coleman bowed
his head. He seldom looked up
the jurors were
polled on their
decision.
S h e r i
Coleman’s
Coleman
mother trembled
when she heard
the verdict, then sobbed and nodded at a relative sitting next to her.
As Christopher Coleman was
being taken from the courthouse in
a patrol car, dozens of on-lookers
standing behind police tape cheered
wildly and clapped. Some took pictures with their cellphones. His fam-

ily declined to comment.
Prosecutors argued Coleman
spent months setting up the killings by sending himself threatening
emails. Authorities said Coleman
sprayed the crime scene with red
paint to make it look like the killings
were the work of a stalker critical of
Meyer.
While acknowledging Coleman
was adulterous, his attorneys
argued there was no physical evidence directly linking Coleman to
the killings, and much of the testimony — including that involving
comparisons of Coleman’s writing
samples and the graffiti — was
unscientific and meaningless.
The defense also insisted investigators were too quick to focus on
Coleman, excluding other potential
suspects, in a harried bid to solve
the closely watched case.
Coleman told police his family
was asleep when he left the house to
work out at a gym about five miles
away on the morning of the killings,
then grew concerned when he could
not reach them by telephone. Their

bodies were found after he called
police.
Prosecutors presented a largely
circumstantial case, eliciting testimony from witnesses who said the
emailed threats Coleman received
were created on his own laptop
computer, and that there were similarities between Coleman’s known
handwriting and writing patterns
and the spray-painted graffiti at the
crime scene.
Police also testified that the formula of the paint used by the killer
to deface the house’s walls was the
same as that found in red paint
Coleman bought weeks before the
killings.
Prosecutors leaned heavily on a
forensic pathologist’s testimony that
the victims perhaps were dead by
at least 3 a.m. the morning their
bodies were found, more than two
hours before police say Coleman
said he left for the gym. Pathologist,
Michael Baden, said he made that
assessment based on reports and
photos, using such things as rigidity
and discoloration of the bodies.

