Friday, April 22 — www.theintelligencer.com

Page 3

Regional

SIUE sociologist studies government crime
In America, we are obsessed with crime. Its graphic
consequences dominate the headlines of local news,
oftentimes accompanied by statistics that are meant to
explain it.
For example, it is widely reported that the United
States has the highest incarceration rate in the world.
Does this fact mean that we are doing a good job of controlling – and understanding – crime?
Many researchers have been looking at this issue for
some time. One of them is Dave Kauzlarich, a professor
and chair of the department of sociology and criminal
justice at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. He
has studied a type of crime that is very common despite
the fact that we rarely hear it mentioned by its name:
state crimes.
“State crimes are those committed by people in
position of power either by action or by omission,”
Kauzlarich explained. “Violations of human rights, lack
of law enforcement, genocide, state-supported terrorism,
violations of free speech, are some examples of those.”
Related to this area of criminal activity, Kauzlarich
carried out a study on the societal effects of Hurricane
Katrina.
“A graduate student of mine and myself analyzed
what the federal government did and didn’t do and it
turns out that what the government didn’t do was what

Dr. Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
really caused of all that misery, destruction and victimization,” said Kauzlarich. “The state’s main obligation is
to protect the citizens and in that it failed.”
Kauzlarich was born and raised in Streator, Ill., a small
town in the cornfields about an hour from Chicago. He
received his master’s and doctoral degrees in sociology
from Western Michigan University.
But what exactly does a sociologist do? “We study
society and its interactions with culture, social processes
… just about everything,” Kauzlarich said. He said that
he decided to follow that career because of inspiring
professors and because the opportunities in the field are
so broad.
“In the past we enforced laws that encourage people to
be good Samaritans to help people who were in trouble,”
said Kauzlarich, who added that in today’s litigious society, people tend to shy away from getting involved in
those kinds of actions. “One thing you learn pretty early
in the study of sociology is that the government has the
power to solve issues such as poverty or homelessness
but has failed to do so. We should make the government

more transparent,” he added.
Kauzlarich is a great advocate of using research results
to inform government policies. He used the nation’s
drug problems as an example.
“Drug consumption should be seen not as a crime
but as a public health problem, as research suggests,”
he said. “Putting those people in jail without any treatment is not going to work. We have been wasting lots of
resources in the war on drugs.”
He is also a critic of the nation’s use of capital punishment as a deterrent to crime.
“Abundant research shows that capital punishment
does not work. In the U.S. we have very aberrant views
about punishment,” Kauzlarich said. “We are one of the
few countries with the death penalty, something that is
considered a violation of human rights in Europe. People
believe what they are told in the media and by politicians instead of looking at the research that has been
generated.”
Recently the Illinois General Assembly voted to abolish the death penalty, making The Land of Lincoln the
16th state in the country without capital punishment.
That seems counterintuitive given the mood in most of
the country in support of the death penalty. “What happened was that there are just too many cases of people
wrongfully convicted,” Kauzlarich explained.
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The Alliance is comprised of
Copper Creek Christian Church,
First Baptist Church of Maryville,
Higher Ground Church, New Rivers
Assembly of God, Mother of Perpetual
Help Roman Catholic Church, Our
Lord's Lutheran Church, St. John
Evangelical Lutheran Church and St.
Luke's United Methodist Church.
Maryville's action follows the
Illinois Silent Reflection and Student
Prayer Act, which reinstated a daily
moment of silence at public schools
across the state.
The 7th Circuit U.S. Court of
Appeals lifted a two-year ban on
that act on Jan. 25.
The Ministerial Alliance will also
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State Police District 11 is asking drivers to be aware of motorcycles

State Police asking drivers
to watch for motorcyclists
Bikers need full
lane so they
can maneuver
For the Intelligencer
COLLINSVILLE – As the weather
improves, more and more motorcyclists are hitting the roads. In Illinois
there are over 414,000 registered
motorcycles and 625,000 licensed
motorcycle drivers.
So the Illinois State Police are asking that drivers of all vehicles be
extra attentive and “Start Seeing
Motorcycles.”
A 30-foot motorcycle banner that
declares "Start Seeing Motorcycles"
will be moved around the region
throughout motorcycle season.
Any organization, business or
community that wishes to display
the banner may contact Trooper
Mike
Link at 618.346.3524 or send e-mail
to mike.link@isp.state.il.us.
The banner is currently being

displayed in front of Illinois State
Police District 11 headquarters in
Collinsville and can be seen from
Interstate 55/70.
Motorcycles are vehicles with
the same rights and privileges as
any vehicle on the roadway, police
reminded drivers..
The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration provides the
following tips for sharing the road
with motorcycles:
s !LLOW THE MOTORCYCLIST A FULL
lane width. Although it may seem
as though there is enough room in
the traffic lane for an automobile
and a motorcycle, remember that
the motorcycle needs the room to
maneuver safely. Do not share the
lane.
s -OTORCYCLES ARE SMALL AND MAY
be difficult to see. Motorcycles have
a much smaller profile than vehicles,
which can make it more difficult to
judge the speed and distance of an
approaching motorcycle.
s $RIVERS SHOULD ALWAYS SIGNAL
their intentions before changing
lanes or merging with traffic. This
allows motorcyclists to anticipate
traffic flow and find safe lane positions.

s 2EMEMBER THAT MOTORCYCLISTS ARE
often hidden in a vehicle’s blind
spot or missed in a quick look due
to their smaller size. Make a visual
check for motorcycles by checking
mirrors and blind spots before entering or leaving a lane of traffic and at
intersections.
s $ONT BE FOOLED BY A FLASHING
turn signal on a motorcycle – motorcycle signals usually are not self-canceling and riders sometimes forget
to turn them off. Wait to be sure the
motorcycle is going to turn before
proceeding.
s 2EMEMBER THAT ROAD CONDITIONS
that are minor annoyances to motorists can pose major hazards to motorcyclists. Motorcyclists may change
speed or adjust their positions
within a lane suddenly in reaction
to road and traffic conditions such
as potholes, gravel, wet or slippery
surfaces, pavement seams, railroad
crossings, and grooved pavement.
s !LLOW MORE FOLLOWING DISTANCE
when following a motorcycle. This
will ensure the motorcyclist has
enough time to maneuver or stop
in an emergency. In dry conditions,
motorcycles can stop more quickly
than cars.

SIUE, Lewis and Clark agree on
joint plan for admissions, advisers
For the Intelligencer
Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville and Lewis and Clark
Community College in Godfrey will
work together to make four-year
degrees more attainable for area residents.
SIUE has entered a formal agreement with Lewis and Clark that will
affect students admitted to Lewis
and Clark for he fall semester.
The Dual Admission/Partnership
Agreement will allow students at
the onset of their collegiate careers
to begin working with advisors and
staff at both campuses to ensure a
well-planned transition between the
two institutions following completion of a two-year associates’ degree
program.
“Our goal was to create a seam-

less process for Lewis and Clark
Community College students to
complete a baccalaureate program at
SIUE,” said SIUE Chancellor Vaughn
Vandegrift.
“Hundreds of ‘Trailblazers’ make
the decision to become Cougars each
year. They have been a big part of
this community for many years.
“This program is targeted specifically toward students who know
now that they will be earning degrees
from both Lewis and Clark and SIUE
over the next few years,” he added.
“They are a pragmatic and hardworking group. We want to exceed
their expectations by not only admitting them early in the process, but
by providing them with the services
and guidance they will need to succeed and enter the region’s workforce prepared to lead.”

Lewis and Clark President Dale
Chapman said geography plays a
big part in determining where Lewis
and Clark students transfer.
“So, a large percentage of Lewis
and Clark students transfer on to
SIUE to complete their bachelor’s
degree already,” he said.
“Having access to an SIUE advisor
as a freshman at Lewis and Clark
will help ensure that students are
on the right paths early on in their
educational careers, which will
increase their chances of successfully
completing their bachelor’s degree,"
Chapman said. "We are pleased in
these economically challenging times
to offer this new dual admission
opportunity for our district students,
which is now the most economical bachelor’s degree option for students in our district."

About 18 percent of those discharged, he said, will face some sort
of homelessness. That doesn’t mean
they are going to be on the street, he
added. There are many factors, and
often veterans are simply in limbo
until they can make the transition to
civilian life.
Helping veterans navigate that
transition, he said, is the key to
ensuring that they succeed.
“One of the downsides is that
when they’re discharged, they’re discharged,” Lavite said. “The military
says ‘Adios!’ and basically severs all
ties with that serviceman.”
And more and more veterans will
be returning from war in the next
decade with Post-Traumatic Stress
Syndrome, brain injury, and other
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Her daughter-in-law, Sarah Yates,
said Emma can remember shaking
hands with the world's tallest man,
Robert Wadlow of Alton; attending a performance by Al Jolson at
the Wildey Theatre; and watching
St. Louis Cardinals legend Rogers
Hornsby play at Sportsman Park.
Emma said she attended ACME
school in Glen Carbon and graduated from Progress School just
north of Edwardsville in Ft. Russell
Township.
Her family had moved to
Edwardsville, and she remembers
the downtown area from Busy Bee
Bakery on the corner of Vandalia
and Main to the Wildey on North
Main. “Growing up as a teenager,
the Wildey was the only place we
could go,” she said.
She remembers attending many
events at the Wildey from vaudeville
acts, silent films, movies, cooking
classes and fashion shows. “I was in
a fashion show there once,” she said.
“I modeled a blue pleated shirt and
a white blouse.”

He believes that politicians follow what they think
is popular instead of what is rational when it comes to
the death penalty. As an example, he recalled that when
Al Gore was asked during his presidential campaign
if he believed that capital punishment deters crime, he
answered, “I know it does not deter crime, but I support
it.”
Kauzlarich has been following the recent uprisings in
the Arab world. He said that he believes that they have
been a response to crimes committed by those states
against their populations and that such uprisings are the
result of youth movements against those crimes. “People
want freedom,” he said.
Through his teaching at SIUE, he sees how education
makes a difference. He is particularly keen to point out
the role of public colleges in educating first generation
college students.
“I have had many students that after learning about
sociology start to base their opinions on data rather than
emotions,” he said.
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. His
show, “Segue,” can be heard every Sunday morning at 9
a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

play a roll in the village's annual
Memorial Day service.
Gulledge said that service had
been conducted by the American
Legion, but deaths and relocations
have reduced Maryville's post to
the point it can no longer handle
the task.
At a meeting Wednesday morning, the Ministerial Alliance agreed
to conduct the service, which
takes place each year at 10 a.m. on
Memorial Day.
This year, St. Luke's United
Methodist Church will host the halfhour service, which will also be rotated among participating churches.
On other matters:
s 0UBLIC 7ORKS $IRECTOR 0ATRICK
Presson told the board that a special
large-item trash collection will be
conducted May 20-22 at the Schiber
Court Public Works Facility. Allied
Waste, the village's contracted trash

collector, collected large-item trash
March 28 through April 1, but many
residents missed it.
After receiving more than 50 calls
from area residents and contacting
Allied Waste, Presson was able to
add the special service.
Residents may drop off unwanted
items at the dumpster on Schiber
Court.
No tires, paint, hazardous materials or medical waste will be accepted.
s 4RUSTEE 4ODD "ELL REPORTED THAT
111 trees were planted on Saturday,
which was Community Work Day in
Maryville.
"It was nice and cold and wet,"
Bell said. "We got all the trees in the
ground."
Bell thanked the volunteers who
took part in the tree planting, which
was conducted throughout Drost
Park.

severe physical trauma. Complicating
matters is their tendency to close
themselves off from civilians, and
Lavite urged those attending to reach
out to them. “When they come back,
they think ‘I don’t want to talk about
this,’” Lavite said. “If you people are
willing to contact them and reach
out to them, they’re willing to grasp
that rope.”
Lavite warned against using a
piecemeal approach to treating veterans’ problems. He told them that
a speaker at an earlier veterans’
conference had illustrated the problem by asking audience members
to imagine a veteran’s entire life as
a wheel, with the separate spokes
representing things such as employment, income, family life, and housing.
As problems crop up during a
veteran’s transition, the spokes start
to crumble; the wheel itself wobbles,
and eventually it fails, he said.

“If they had the resources to help
them put that one spoke back together, I think that’s a lot easier than
waiting for that wheel to totally disintegrate and then try to rebuild it,”
he said.
Lavite and Romani are part of
the Madison County Veterans Court.
Modeled on another diversionary
program known as Drug Court, it
seeks to get qualifying offenders
the help they need. In both courts,
offenders can have charges dropped
if they successfully complete the program. Those who don’t will have
their cases returned to the criminal
justice system.
Others on Thursday's panel
were Chief Criminal Judge Charles
Romani; Edwardsville clinical psychologist Rachel Tompkins; Paul
Willhoft, who works with the U.S.
Veterans Administration’s Healthcare
for Veterans Program; and veterans
Daniel Moore and Neil McNorton.

She vividly remembers being at the
Wildey when the Japanese attacked
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. She
also remembers the theater’s projectionist, Ed Foehrkalb and its manager, Verna Duffy.
Her first husband died when she
was 27. She later married William
Bauer, and when he passed away,
she married Earl Suessen. He has
since passed, too.
Emma Suessen was an active worker throughout her life. She cleaned
the Snyder and Weber funeral homes
and worked at the Ben Franklin store.
After retiring, she wrapped meat at
Edwardsville Frozen Foods for former owner Carl Brueggeman.
“I order chops with fat one day,
and Carl called a week later and
asked if I wanted a job,” she said. “I
stayed there ten years.”
Though retired again, Emma is
still active. She is the oldest member
of the Edwardsville Trinity Lutheran
Church and is a member and past
president of the Ladies Aid Group.
She survived a bad fall down June
20, 2010, during a family gathering
for Father’s Day at their home. As
she was leaving to go home, she lost
her balance near the basement steps
and tumbled backwards down 11 of
the 13 steps.

“She landed on the eleventh step,"
Sarah Yates said. "Merle flew down
trying to catch her. The first thing
she said to him was, ‘Guess I ruined
your Father’s Day.’”
Emma did not break a bone, her
glasses or her teeth. “She did rip her
leg wide open and had 68 stitches
there and some stitches a few other
places, arms and the back of her
head and later bruised all over,”
Yates said.
After physical therapy, Suessen
returned to her apartment at
Meridian on Aug. 1, 2010. Since then,
she has been in good health.
Emma has traveled a great deal
in the United States during her lifetime. Her trips have included travel
to Hawaii, Florida, California and
Niagara Falls. “I saw Pearl Harbor,”
she said. “Stood right over the
ship.”
She also attended a space shuttle
launch about 25 years ago..
No matter where she has gone,
Madison County will always be
Emma Suessen's home.
“I love this county,” she said.
Her family is setting up a tour for
her of the renovated Wildey Theatre.
“I am hoping I will be able to see it,”
she said.

Court upholds drugged driving law
Illinois Statehouse News
If you get behind the wheel with
traces of illegal drugs in your body,
you potentially could face a prison
sentence.
The Illinois Supreme Court on
Thursday handed down the opinion in People v. Martin, reinstating Aaron Martin’s original conviction of aggravated driving under
the influence and a six-year prison
sentence.
Peoria County Circuit Court prosecutors convicted Martin of a charge
of aggravated DUI because he was
driving with methamphetamine in
his body when his car crashed into

an oncoming car, killing two people
on Christmas night 2004.
The six other state justices unanimously concurred with Supreme
Court Justice Mary Jane Theis’ 10page opinion, which overturned the
appellate court decision that ruled
there was no “causal connection” to
prove the drug had caused the crash,
since the effects of the drug had
likely worn off.
“In this case, it was shown that
defendant driver caused the accident. Thus, there was no need to
prove that he suffered from any
degree of impairment which caused
the accidental fatalities,” according
to the high court's opinion.

Under the state‘s vehicle code, it
is a crime for any person to drive
under the influence of alcohol, intoxicating compounds or drugs, including marijuana and meth that would
make them unable to drive safely.
If they are involved in an accident
resulting in a death, then it would
“aggravate” the sentence.
Martin drove home from a Peoria
bar at night on Dec. 25, 2004, when
he crossed the center of a two-lane
state highway, and collided with a
car, killing two people.
The Illinois State Police tested
Martin's blood and urine samples.
A forensic scientist found “trace
amounts” of methamphetamine.

