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Regional

Shaw studies the geography of affluence
The growing gap between the haves and
the have-nots in America has surfaced in
warnings from economists, stump speeches
by politicians, and has even served as inspiration for movements like Occupy Wall
Street. Some geographers look at issues
involving the distribution of people and
money. One such person is Wendy Shaw, a
professor in the department of geography
and an associate dean in the college of arts
and sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville.
Shaw was born in Oldham, England.
She obtained her bachelor’s degree in secondary education in social sciences at the
University of Arkansas and a master’s
degree at the same university in geography.
She later earned her doctorate in geography
at the University of Georgia.
The study of the distribution of money
may help us understand some questions
that have baffled researchers for decades,
such as why certain areas remain always
poor while rich people tend to congregate
in certain places. For many, this may sound
like an odd topic to occupy the work of a
geographer.
“There is a huge disconnect between how
geography is taught in high school and how
it is taught at the university level,” Shaw
said. “When you learn geography in high
school it is typically regionally based and
so you will learn about the geography of
North America or the geography of Latin
America. And as part of that there is a big
focus on things like capitals. I tell my students if I want to know the capital of all the
states I look in an atlas.”
Shaw began studying the geography of

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
poverty – those areas where poor people
live – and then decided to look at the distribution of people with money.
“The geography of affluence is actually
very interesting to me because what you
see is that affluence is far more concentrated than the geography of the poor,”
Shaw said. “The reason is that a lot of times
you see that places become poor because
people move out of them and the people
that can’t afford to move get left behind,
whereas those affluent people have got all
the choices in the world where they want to
move to and so they choose to move to very
particular places.”
This difference in mobility, Shaw said,
has a lot to do with job opportunities.
“The South of the U.S. is the poorest
region in general but the richest region is
the Northeast,” Shaw added. “And so if
you are going to look for affluence it follows
those jobs.”
When Shaw teaches facts like these to her
students, they discover that geography is
not just about capitals of the world.
“They are really confused at first,” Shaw
said. “There are a lot of students who come
to our university and into my classes who
come in and they don’t know what they
want to study. And they get in there and
slowly come to recognize that geography at
the college level is not the geography that
they knew in high school.”
Students are also oftentimes surprised,

Man claims he was
punched by officer
By STEVE HORRELL
stevehorrell@hotmail.com

Madison County
An Alton man has filed a lawsuit
against an Alton Police detective,
claiming that the officer, while
attempting to serve him with a
subpoena, wound up punching
him in the head.
The alleged incident happened
on Oct. 27.
The plaintiff, Michael Puklich,
was working that day at Off the
Wall Tattooing, at 1240 Milton
Road in Alton, when Alton Police
Officer Pete Vambaketes arrived
and tried to serve him with the
subpoena.
Puklich asked him to leave,
according to the lawsuit which

was filed Tuesday in Madison
County Circuit Court.
Vambaketes refused to leave,
according to the suit, an action
that constitutes “the tort of trespass.”
The suit claims that Puklich
suffered bodily injury, as well as
“pain and suffering, loss of a normal life, medical expenses and
lost wages.”
Alton attorney Tom Falb is seeking in excess of $50,000 on single
counts of battery, trespass, and
violation of Puklich’s civil rights.

Two face charges in
Alton man's murder
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Madison
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Attorney Thomas D. Gibbons
announced charges Thursday
against two men in connection
with the Dec. 7, shooting death
of Tyler Hoppe in Alton.
Hoppe, age 23, was found in
his vehicle outside his home on
Hampton in Alton. His father
called 9-1-1 around 8:30 p.m. to
report the shooting. Tyler Hoppe
was shot one time and later died
at Alton Memorial Hospital.
Police interviewed numerous witnesses during the investigation before charging Nigel
Generally, age 19, and Larry
Belk, age 18, with three counts of
First Degree Murder – a Class M
Felony – and Attempted Armed
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Robbery – a
Class 1 Felony.
Police do not believe that either
man knew the victim before that
evening when they attempted
to rob Hoppe. Generally is from
Berkley, Mo. Belk is from St.
Louis.
Each murder charge carries a
penalty of 20 to 60 years in
prison. Maximum penalty for the
armed robbery is 4 to 15 years in
prison.
Generally was taken into custody by the U.S. Marshal’s service on Thursday. Belk remains
at-large.
Both men have bonds of
$1,000,000.
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The total number of traffic deaths also decreased in each of those
years, to 927 last year.
At the roadside safety check that will be conducted over the holidays,
every vehicle is stopped at the checkpoint, where officers check for a
valid driver ’s license and proof of insurance. Drinking drivers will be
taken aside to determine if their blood-alcohol concentration may be
over the legal limit of .08 percent.
In saturated patrols, several officers are assigned to an area in
which more crashes than usual have occurred or in which more drivers than expected have been speeding or failing to wear seat belts, for
example.
The Edwardsville Police Department is running extra patrols through
New Year ’s Day under a state/federal traffic safety grant program.
Lt. Scott Evers is scheduling officers for 80 hours of special traffic
patrols between Dec. 19 and Jan. 1.
“We mostly do saturation patrols,” Evers said. “I bring guys in on
overtime. They concentrate on speeding, seat belts, and DUIs. They
don’t take any other calls.”
The extra officers are on the street between 10 or 11 p.m. and 3 to 4
a.m.
“DUIs have been down lately, which is great,” Evers said. “That’s
what we want.”
Evers said the message has gotten across regarding seat-belt use and
child restraints.
“We have very high seat-belt usage,” he said.
Edwardsville officers “hardly write any” tickets for seat-belt or child
restraint violations, Evers said.
Beginning Jan. 1, all passengers will be required to use seat belts,
instead of just the front-seat passengers, as the law now stands.
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Dr. Wendy Shaw in England
Shaw added, to discover how high-tech
geography has become.
“I am often asked what GIS (Geographic
Information System) is,” Shaw said, “and
the best way I can describe it is if you can

imagine the old-fashioned transparencies
that your teacher used in school and you
can imagine a transparency that shows all
the vegetation in a particular area. And then
you put on top of that another transparency

that shows all the roads, and then another
one that shows the cities, and another one
that shows the geology. And you just load
transparencies on, every bit of data you can
think of for that area, using computers.”
Shaw said that her current research
involves looking at poverty in Appalachia
because “this region has responded to nothing in terms of investments."
"We had the war on poverty that Lyndon
B. Johnson launched when he took a trip
through the Appalachian region. There
has been so much effort put into alleviating poverty and none of it appears to have
done any good. But there have been successes in this war on poverty. For instance
the elderly now actually have poverty
rates that are less than the general population and that is because we have put a lot
of effort into alleviating poverty amongst
the elderly,” Shaw said. While this indicates that we as a society have addressed
particular populations in these areas, Shaw
said that what we have failed to address is
the geographic dimensions to poverty. This
failure is fueling Shaw’s future research
interests.
“I would like to go in and look at what
structures, what cultural, what political,
economic, or other factors have resulted
in this intransigent poverty that we see in
these few regions,” said Shaw.
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College
of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,”
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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“No matter where they are, there’s
always going to be some young man
or woman that gets nothing (for
Christmas). They don’t have family members for whatever reason
or they don’t get involved. There’s
always somebody, and I couldn’t let
that happen,” Long said.
Jay was in Afghanistan over
Christmas 2009 and that was the
year that Long began rallying the
home troops. “It wasn’t stockings
then. They needed so much more.
We just basically did a drive and
we shipped it off to his (Jay’s) commanding officer so that he could
pass it out to everybody. We did
some Christmas things, too, like
stockings and Christmas candy but
they need so much more when they
are in country as opposed to this
point where he’s on a ship,” Long
said. “Being on a ship he has plenty
to eat and can shower but when
you’re in country you don’t have
any of the luxuries,” she said.
When Long decided to organize
the stocking drive for Jay’s Battalion
Landing Team (BLT 2/2), she learned
that Jay’s ship alone would require
about 400 stockings and another 900
or so for the other two ships.
Long turned to the best resource
she could think of – Facebook. “I
posted on Facebook and another
mother, whose son was on the
Bataan, joined in with me,” Long
recalled.
Rita Bell Treichler of Lexington,
N.C., would become Long’s partner in her stocking stuffing project.
Together the two women rallied
enough support from their Facebook
friends, relatives, co-workers and
community members to buy the
stockings and the dollar store items
to fill enough stockings for the Mesa
Verde and Bataan troops. But they
didn’t have a stocking coordinator for the third ship, the Whidbey
Island. So Treichler and Long rallied yet again.
“I just got on Facebook and
between Facebook friends and their
friends and their friends, we did it.
And a lot of my co-workers brought
in stockings too. I’m surprised, but
we did it,” Long said.
The last minute scrambling all
took place in the days prior to
Thanksgiving as Long needed to get
the final boxes in the mail by then
to make sure they’d make it to the
ships by Christmas.

CITY
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The City Council earlier authorized a $550,000 bond issue to
finance the undertaking. The 67
property owners within the special
service area will pay a property tax
of nearly 50 cents per $100 assessed
valuation, or nearly $500 per year
on a $300,000 house. That tax will
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Judi Long with some of the boxes she shipped to her son and his fellow Marines.
Her stocking stuffing plan for
Jay’s fleet wasn’t anything elaborate. She suggested that everyone
shop at their local dollar store, purchase a typical red stocking and fill
it with basic necessities and a few
fun items. Things like toothpaste,
razors, Christmas candies, playing
cards, Sudoku books, an ink pen
and individual food items like popcorn or hot chocolate packets.
“Whatever would fit in that stocking – pretty basic stuff so that they
all kind of received the same type of
items. They weren’t exact but they
were close. Each one cost between
$10 and $12. I put a thank you card
in mine. “Thank you for serving”
and had my grandson sign it - just
to let them know we are thinking
about them,” she said.
Long personally purchased and
filled 12 stockings, and a friend
contributed 46. One woman in Ohio
ended up contributing about 40.
“Here at work they’d bring me two
or five - whatever they could afford
to do. They’d bring them to me and
as soon as I had enough, I’d mail
them off,” Long said.
Navy Chaplain Londono was on
the receiving end of Long’s shipments. He had agreed to coordinate

the distribution of the stockings on
the Mesa Verde. Long chuckled
when she said that a message she
had read online noted that Chaplain
Londono had commented if anyone
needed counseling that they’d have
to sit on his bed because his room
was full of boxes filled with stockings.
Long later learned from the
Chaplain that he had passed out the
stockings on Jay’s ship last Saturday.
She received an email from Jay soon
thereafter that she said “just melted
her heart.” She read the email that
said, 'Hey Mom, I did get my stocking, and all the guys wanted me to
tell you how much they appreciate and love the stockings. They
were awesome and they really made
everyone happy.' Made me want to
cry,” she said.
Long said that Facebook has been
a great support system while Jay
has been in the service. “It’s really
a very tight knit group of people.
Unless you go through it, you have
no idea what it is like. The people
who I have met on Facebook are
like my true family now because we
have this in common. If I’m down,
they can bring me back up and vice
versa,” she said.

It’s a support group that Long
will lean on even more in the future
because Jay recently re-enlisted for
an additional four years. “He wanted to be a Marine since he was really
little. He loves it,” she said.
Long felt that the military men
and women tend to get forgotten
since there isn’t a draft anymore
and Christmas was one time she
wanted to be sure they knew we
cared. “People forget what they are
doing – and that because of these
young men and women – that’s
why we have all these freedoms.
Even the losses we don’t hear about
unless it’s in Illinois or Missouri,
and that’s sad. We were rallying
around the Cardinals for a month
and that’s all you heard about.
Did you know we lost 40 guys last
month? Does anybody even know
that? That kind of thing that just
breaks my heart – so much that I
just needed to do something. This
is the only thing that I could think
of to do other than flying over there
and delivering them myself,” Long
said.
“I just would like to call attention
to the need for support of the military and wish a Merry Christmas to
all of our military,” she said.

generate up to $35,000 per year to
pay off the bonds over 15 years.
Residents within the district,
which runs from West Street to
Woodlawn Cemetery, have agreed
to contribute $200,000 in what have
been characterized as “private donations.”
The city will contribute up to
$100,000 for the street lights, which
it expects to recover through a state
grant.
In other action, the council
approved the final plat of Theatre

View Commercial Park, a 11.5-acre,
four-lot subdivision at the northwest
corner of Plum Street and Center
Grove Road.
A car wash is planned on one of
the lots.
Terry Johnson, of Johnson
Properties, Fairview Heights, sought
final approval of the plat in May,
but the Plan Commission refused,
because the public improvements
had not been installed as required.
The council approved the renewal
of licenses for the 63 businesses and

two clubs that sell alcoholic beverages in Edwardsville.
Licenses for 23 businesses that sell
tobacco were also approved.
Bob Pfeiffer, director of parks
and recreation, presented a slide
and video show illustrating the
restoration of the Wildey Theatre.
More than 18,000 people have
seen more than 200 performances
and movies at the Wildey since
it reopened on April 12. The city
spent $3 million restoring the
downtown landmark.

Arts&Music
Friday, Dec. 23
Beauty and The Beast, Fabulous Fox Theatre,
St. Louis, 1 p.m./ 7:30 p.m.
Planet Boogie, 8 p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air,
Alton
El Monstero - Ver. 13.1, The Pageant, St. Louis,

Doors 7 p.m.; Show 8 p. The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer: The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, 2
p.m./ 8 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 24
Monet's Water Lilies, Tuesday through Sunday

10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., St.
Louis Art Museum, Forest Park, St. Louis. Runs
through Jan. 22.
Reflections of the Buddha, Wednesday, noon to
5 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Beauty and The Beast, Fabulous Fox Theatre,
St. Louis, 11 a.m.

