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We no longer live in a one-language world
An old joke goes that a person who speaks
several languages is called a European
while someone who speaks only one is an
American. Stereotypes aside, there are professors who are working to make such jokes
about Americans’ lack of language abilities
obsolete. One of them is Joao Sedycias, professor and chair of the department of foreign
languages and literature at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville.
Sedycias was born in Petrolina, State of
Pernambuco, Brazil. He received his bachelor’s degree in Spanish, two master’s degrees
– one in Spanish and another in English
– and his doctorate in comparative literature
from the State University of New York in
Buffalo. He is fluent in three languages and
has knowledge of another five.
For someone who teaches at an American
university, the question is obvious: Why
should Americans learn other languages?
“Because of the simple fact that the world
economy is no longer compartmentalized
into separate national economies. It is globalized,” said Sedycias. “We have seen the
presence of countries like China, India,
Brazil, and Russia, and it is important for
Americans to have the knowledge to be able
to speak with the rest of the world.”
One of the typical mental barriers among
Americans is the belief that it is hard to learn
a foreign language. To that excuse, Sedycias
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College Talk
said that he replies, “If there is a will, there
is a way.
“I think that the acquisition of a language
has a lot to do with what prompts the person
to learn the language,” he added. “If there is
a connection, whether it is artistic, cultural
or business, then you have an incentive and
it becomes much easier for that person to
acquire that language.”
Sedycias said that he believes that the best
way to learn a language is by using it. “I
myself believe in a communicative method,
a method in which you imbue the student
in a context is which they have to use the
language,” he said.
Languages are very fluid, changing all
the time. They even borrow words from one
another. “If we take a look at Latin, it was
exactly this give and take that produced so
many languages, that produced Portuguese,
Spanish, Catalan, Gallego, French, Italian,
Romanian, Reto-Roman and this is happening with English as well,” he said. “It is a
fascinating process, and I want very much
for our students to be a part of that experience and to use that to their advantage
professionally, culturally, and as they grow

as individuals.”
Born in Brazil, his native language is
Portuguese, but he said that he has chosen to
teach Spanish for its beauty and long literary
tradition.
As for English, he said that one of the
reasons why it became so popular worldwide is its simplicity of syntax and grammar
when compared with many other languages.
Yet, English produces very complex works
of literature, as can be seen in the works
of Shakespeare, as well as contemporary
American writers.
“On the other hand, I had a friend of mine
from New York point out the difference
between a language and a dialect,” Sedycias
said “A language is a dialect with an army
and a navy. So behind English’s presence
in the world there is obviously the presence
of the U.S. as a world power, as an economic power, and before the U.S., obviously
England. So perhaps if you didn’t have these
two very powerful countries maybe the position that English occupies in the world may
have been different today.”
Sedycias added that the almost universal
access people have to the Internet influences
how languages are learned and used. “I see
this in students in Brazil learning English.
They would come to class with these expressions that there would be no way that they
would learn if it were not for the Internet.

Slang terms, sometimes very colloquial
English that I know went beyond what was
being taught in the classroom. Likewise students in the U.S. learning Spanish, French,
German, Chinese, Russian, Arabic, they have
a chance to be exposed and deal with native
speakers where 30, 40 years ago they simply
didn’t have that opportunity,” he said.
When people ask Sedycias which languages they should learn, he said that
he has a very straightforward answer.
“Learn the language that excites your
imagination, learn the language that you
have interest in,” he tells them. “If you
are a professional and you know that you
are going to be working in that part of
the world or with that group of people,
then learn that language. If there is a
motivation, the learning of the language
becomes very pleasurable, it becomes
something pleasant, and then it becomes
almost fun. So I suggest that independent
of what language you decide to learn,
make sure you come to SIUE and learn
that language with us.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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SENIORS
Continued from Page 1
Both remaining presentations are scheduled for Wednesday, Dec. 7.
Come listen to Paul and Suzanne Langomarcino from 10:30 a.m. to 11:45
a.m. as they share their experience of “Our Semester at Sea” with 600 college students, faculty and new-found friends. Find out how anyone can
travel around the globe for 109 days, visiting 12 countries while taking college courses at no charge.
“I think this dialogue will be filled with amazing stories of the
Langomarcino’s adventures. I wish I had the time to do something similar,”
SIUE Assistant Director of Educational Outreach Cheryl Brunsmann said.
That same afternoon from 1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., the fall season wraps up
with SIUE Political Science Chair Denise DeGarmo as she presents “Peeking
Into the Middle East: Jerusalem and Palestine” as she discusses her recent
trip to Jerusalem and the West Bank.
“Dr. DeGarmo was among a small group of U.S. citizens that were
invited on this recent trip. The trip affected her in ways she could not have
imagined. She is ready to share her reactions to what she learned during
her time in these areas of the Middle East,” Brunsmann said.
DeGarmo has presented several subjects for the Dialogue with Senior
Citizens over the years. “Denise is a favorite presenter among our regular attendees. She tells it as it is and is very honest with us,” Brunsmann
added.
Both presentations take place on the SIUE campus at 200 University Park,
Room 1127. Cost is $2 per session for members or $5 per session for nonmembers. No advance registration is required and there is free parking in
the lower lot adjacent to 200 University Park.
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Members of the Edwardsville/Glen Carbon Chamber of Commerce joined with students and staff at the Goddard School for
a ribbon cutting ceremony recently to mark the opening of a new annex. The Goddard School is located at 921 Arbor Vitae in
Edwardsville. For more information, call 692-9464 or visit www.goddardschool.com.

Like tractors, dogs pull weights
ABINGDON, (AP) — Connie Powell’s passion is her dogs — and the dogs of others.
The Abingdon woman and her family
are behind the formation of the Prairieland
Pullers Club, which was created out of their
desire to bring weight pulling to central
Illinois.
The club is an all-breed, including mixbreed, club that encourages, promotes, supports and teaches the sport of weight pulling.
Sanctioned by the International Weight Pull
Association, the club hosts monthly pulls
from September through March at the old
Abingdon Middle School gymnasium. The
next pull is scheduled for Dec. 3 and 4, and it
will be a charity event with all profits going
to the Ark Humane Shelter, a no-kill shelter,
in Lacon.
“This really is my passion,” Powell said.
“I see these breeds (such as pit bulls) out
there that if people don’t work them, they’re
going to be destroyed.”
Powell and her family, husband Luke and
sons Nathan, 21, Eric, 16, and Andrew 11,
have been weight pulling with their Alaskan
malamute, Ratchet, for a little more than two
years.
Ratchet, one of four dogs the Powell family
owns the others are Titan, Holly and Liberty

Central Illinois club hosts weekly competitions
— recently took top honors at the Alaskan
Malamute Club of America 2011 National
Specialty competition in Ypsilanti, Mich.
Contestants are given 60 seconds to drag a
weighted cart on a carpet for 16 feet. The 2year-old, 108-pound Ratchet set a record after
going six rounds and winning the competition by pulling 3,320 pounds.
The club’s motto is: It’s not the size of the
dog in the pull, it’s the size of the pull in the
dog.
And Powell said that couldn’t be more
true when it comes to Ratchet, or any of her
dogs.
“He’s a phenomenal dog. The best dog I’ve
ever worked with. The best dog,” she said.
“I love to work with my dogs. With weight
pulling, if I worked my dog hard and my dog
is willing to work, you will see results. It’s
just fun.”
“He will always give me everything he
has,” Powell said.
“He has a trust with me. Weight pulling is
all about the trust between the dog and handler. If he stops, it's not because he's quitting
or tired it’s that he has given me everything
he has.”
Powell began training other people’s dogs

about 1 1/2 years ago.
We just started running into people who
were interested, she said.
All they want is an opportunity to work
their dogs.
The club holds practice on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5 p.m., but by appointment
so those interested should contact Powell.
To train her dogs, which get the summer
off since they are long haired and it’s too
hot, Powell works them with drag training
and running. The dogs are harnessed to some
type of sled or even an old tire to get familiar
with what it’s like to drag something behind
them. In competition, they drag a cart loaded
down with weights.
Once they are harnessed and told to go,
the dog’s instincts kick in. For Powell’s malamutes, their heads dip low and they take long
strides.
Powell runs two miles with her dogs each
day and they get a lot of puppy time playing in the fields behind her house, just being
dogs.
“Weight pulling isn’t about making money,
because you don’t,” she said.
“It’s just about getting people to work their
dogs. I’m just passionate about it.”

Arts&Music
Friday, Dec. 2
Charlie Houska Exhibit Opening
and Member Appreciation Night,
6 p.m., Edwardsville Arts Center,
Edwardsville
A Christmas Carol, The Fox
Theatre, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer:
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis,
8 p.m.
David Noonan and Emily Wardill:
Sick Serena and Dregs and Wreck
and Wreck, Tuesday to Saturday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Open late until 8 p.m.
Thursday, Contemporary Art
Museum, St. Louis. Exhibits run
through Dec. 30
Monet’s Water Lilies, Tuesday
through Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., St. Louis
Art Museum, Forest Park, St. Louis.

SCAM

Runs through Jan. 22.
Ultraviolets, 8 p.m., Fast Eddie's
Bon Air, Alton

Saturday, Dec. 3
A Christmas Carol, The Fox
Theatre, St. Louis, 2 p.m. and 7:30
p.m.
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer:
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis,
5 p.m.
David Noonan and Emily Wardill:
Sick Serena and Dregs and Wreck
and Wreck, Tuesday to Saturday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Open late until 8 p.m.
Thursday, Contemporary Art
Museum, St. Louis. Exhibits run
through Dec. 30
Monet’s Water Lilies, Tuesday
through Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., St. Louis

Art Museum, Forest Park, St. Louis.
Runs through Jan. 22.
Reflections of the Buddha,
Wednesday, noon to 5 p.m.,
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Pulitzer
Foundation for the Arts, St. Louis.
Exhibit runs through March 12.
Red Rock, 3 p.m./ Millennium, 8
p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton
Alton Symphony Orchestra:
Holiday with Tchaikovsky, 7 p.m.,
Hatheway Hall, Lewis & Clark
Community College, Godfrey
Ludo, The Pageant, St. Louis,
Doors 7 p.m.; Show 8 p.m.
Eileen Ivers and Immigrant Soul:
"An Nollaig - An Irish Christmas", 8
p.m., The Sheldon, St. Louis

Sunday, Dec. 4
Olde Alton Arts & Crafts Fair, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Alton High School,

Alton
Lost Arts & Antiques Artisan
Holiday Boutique, Grafton Winery,
Grafton, noon to 4 p.m.
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer:
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis,
2 p.m./ 7 p.m.
David Noonan and Emily Wardill:
Sick Serena and Dregs and Wreck
and Wreck, Tuesday to Saturday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Open late until 8 p.m.
Thursday, Contemporary Art
Museum, St. Louis. Exhibits run
through Dec. 30
Monet’s Water Lilies, Tuesday
through Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., St. Louis
Art Museum, Forest Park, St. Louis.
Runs through Jan. 22.
Red Rock, 2 p.m./ Radio Star, 7
p.m., Fast Eddie's Bon Air, Alton

The check looks legitimate. It's printed on security paper, drawn on a
reputable bank and may have even had legitimate routing and account numbers. But why would the check be issued by United States Stove Company
in Tennessee? A representative of United States Stove Co. referred a reporter
to the firm's vice president for finance, who did not respond to a message
inquiring about the forgery.
The check is the key to the scam.
Kittrell, 84, could have deposited the check in her account and had access
to the money within a few days. She would probably have been instructed to
send the "processing fee" by Western Union. Then she would have been on
the hook for $4,100.
"Banks are required by law to make funds from a check available to you
within a short period of time," according to a publication by Illinois Attorney
General Lisa Madigan's consumer fraud division. "So, just because you have
access to the funds does not mean that the check is real.
"When the bank finally determines that the check is fake," which sometimes takes weeks, "final responsibility for the loss falls on you."
When money is wired out of the country, it's nearly impossible to identify
or locate the recipient, Madigan's office said.
Kittrell had the letter, check and envelope turned over to the Edwardsville
post office, which forwarded it to the U.S. Postal Inspection Service.
The Postal Service tries to intercept fraudulent mail before it reaches its
customers, Maura Possley, a spokeswoman for Madigan said.
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"We’re fortunate to be in the position that we’re in. And it’s only right that
we give back a little bit to try to show that we’re willing to do our part in
these hard times that we’ve fallen on,” Rice said.
Also on Thursday, Madison County Board Chairman Alan Dunstan
announced that he would also be refusing a pay increase that scheduled to
take effect Dec. 1. “At a time when the people of Madison County are struggling, and when we are asking county employees to forgo wage increases,
it would not be right for me, or for that matter any other county official, to
accept a pay increase,” he wrote.
In August, Rice, Auditor Rick Faccin, Coroner Steve Nonn, and Circuit
Clerk Matt Melucci agreed to forego their 4 percent pay raises. At the time,
Faccin, who is single and does not have a family, said that forgoing the
raise is a small sacrifice compared to the sacrifices families are having to
make.

Quinn doesn't follow
the holiday tree lead
CHICAGO (AP) — Is it a Christmas
tree or a holiday tree?
In Illinois it’s a Christmas tree.
That’s what Gov. Pat Quinn calls
the tall greenery erected in the main
state office building in downtown
Chicago.
What governors call the seasonal trees made news when Rhode
Island’s governor recently called the
blue spruce erected in the Statehouse
in Providence a holiday tree instead

of a Christmas tree.
Quinn made his thoughts clear on
the Christmas tree vs. holiday tree
debate Thursday after lighting the
state tree. There is also a tree at the
Illinois Capitol in Springfield.
Quinn says people know there are
different holidays during the month
of December, including Hannukah.
He says the holiday season is a time
for people to come together whatever their faith.

