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McCracken knows ulcers and parasitic worms
Ulcers are more common than one may
think, not only among humans but also
among other animal species. The discovery
that ulcers were caused by a bacterium was
one of the major revolutions in biology of the
20th century. Despite progress in their treatment, ulcers continue to be studied by scores
of scientists around the world.
One of those scientists is Vance McCracken,
an assistant professor in the department
of biological sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. Born in Martin,
Tenn., he received his bachelor’s degree in
Spanish from the University of Tennessee at
Martin, a master’s degree, also in Spanish,
from the University of Nevada at Reno,
and his doctoral degree in biology from the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
One of the major recent discoveries about
the bacterium that causes ulcers is that it can
also cause cancer. And that is a reason for
concern. The bacterium in question is called
Helicobacter pylori and is carried by over 50
percent of the world’s population.
“Ten percent of those go on to have severe
problems including severe gastritis and cancer,” McCracken said. “In Africa, for example, the overwhelming majority of people
are infected with Helicobacter, but Africans
do not get such a large proportion of cancers
compared to everyone else, and it is probably because of the parasitic worms they
carry, which are actually protective. This is
what we call the African Paradox.”
The carrying of this bacterium seems
to be related to general cleanliness. “With

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
increased cleanliness we seem to have gotten
rid of the Helicobacter in large parts of the
developed world, but it still gets picked up,”
McCracken said.
In order to deal with ulcers, some have
suggested the use of natural foods in order
to lessen the effects of Helicobacter.
“There are lots of people working on it. In
fact, somebody I do some collaboration with
is looking at some different possible natural
compounds that may be used as different
kinds of antibiotics, and I would certainly
be interested in looking at some of those,”
McCracken said. “Broccoli has been one,
garlic compounds I believe are some others.
It is being done and most importantly, you
want to isolate the mechanism.”
He added that much of the work focuses
on how to prevent the organism from colonizing, as well as how to kill the organism.
Although McCracken has not been working on that specific topic, he is aware of it
and other scientific studies aimed at finding
other organisms that can prevent the colonization of the digestive tract by Helicobacter.
“Their cell culture experiments have
shown that they can help down-regulate
some of the more inflammatory responses
that you would see with infections,” he
explained. “So, I think that there is still
promise for this.”
It is interesting that ulcers are not only
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Dr. Vance McCracken looks up from his microscope work.
found among humans but also among many
other animal species. Many of these ulcers
are caused by bacterium, which basically
tells us that this may have been a very natural condition in the original human populations.
“There are people who make their whole

Collinsville
weighs vote
on electricity

Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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All of the departments cooperated in helping
balance the budget, Parente said. “They understand what’s going on out there,” he said.
The budget proposal comes as county officials
are continuing to negotiate with the American
Federation of State, County, and Municipal
Employees Local 799, which represents more
than 400 county employees. Those talks resume
after Nov. 1.
Looming in November are scheduled contract talks with unions representing the sheriff’s department and the highway department.
“There’s no money in the budget for either,”
Parente said.
Dunstan is asking all county employees to
accept a salary freeze for the upcoming year.
Every elected official, department head, and
non-union official has agreed to forego sched-
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Collinsville may take its residential electrical accounts to the open
market in an effort to snag lower
rates.
Representatives from Good
Energy, a New-York based energy
consultant, presented a plan at a
City Council strategy meeting on
Monday that would allow energy
suppliers to bid on both residential and smaller retail electrical
accounts.
“A municipality can propose
a referendum to put all electric
accounts of the residents and small
retailers out to bid on the best
supplier,” said Philip Carr, development director at Good Energy.
“Residents can expect $125 to
$150 in savings per household per
year.”
Carr said his company would
plan a public awareness campaign
to support the referendum proposal and later collect fees from the
chosen energy supplier.
Mayor John Miller said interest
from surrounding towns, including Granite City and Glen Carbon,
adds weight to Good Energy’s proposal.
“We have the buying power of
not only our citizens, but also the
communities around us who are
looking at the same program,”
Miller said.
Carr said electrical rates would
likely drop with a new supplier because Ameren’s charges are
based on energy it bought between
2008 and 2010.
While the supply of electricity
would change, he said the delivery of power and maintenance
of equipment would remain the
same.
“It doesn’t mean anything to
Ameren either way,” Carr said.
“The only change residents would
see is a lower monthly bill.”
Council member Nancy Moss
said she was concerned about locking residents into higher rates if the
market price of electricity were to
suddenly rise.
She also questioned Good
Energy’s incentive in the energy
proposal.
Carr replied: “We can’t know for
certain what the market will do,
but you won’t be paying more than
you are now.
“We get paid by the winning
supplier, generally a small share
of the rate. The only cost to you
is for your attorney to write the
referendum.”
Carr said residents would have
10 days to opt out of the program
and select their own electric supplier following the bidding process. After this period, residents
would be charged a $25 fee to
remove their account from the new
supplier.
While Good Energy would provide marketing and public relations
support for the referendum, Carr
said the project would ultimately
reflect well on council members.
“The great part is you’ll organize
it for them, as leaders of the community,” he said.
Miller said the council could vote
on the plan in December, with the
referendum potentially in March.
The City of Peoria voted Tuesday
to hire Good Energy as consultants
for a similar referendum on electric
rates.

careers studying how the Helicobacter strains
have more or less co-evolved with different
populations and co-migrated with different
populations as they have moved to different
parts of the world,” McCracken said. “It has
been with humans forever.”
Different species of Helicobacter are found

among most mammals. Large cats and even
whales have it. Birds carry it, too.
“There are some that don’t infect just the
stomach, but also the intestine and can get
into the liver as well,” explained McCracken.
“We have studied some of those. Some of
them may be involved in some intestinal
diseases. We know that some of them certainly can cause inflammatory bowl disease
in mice. Some of them may be implicated in
some human disease in the intestine as well
as in the stomach.”
Currently McCracken and a graduate student in his lab are studying a Helicobacter
species that infects geese like the ones that
are found on the SIUE campus.
“We have been able to tell by PCR, a
molecular technique, that this organism is
carried by some of our geese, and so we get
fecal samples and pick that,” McCracken
said. “And we know that it can cause diarrhea in humans, and we have been trying
to develop a model of that disease to see
how severe a problem it may be because it
has been associated with other diseases in
humans, but nobody has really characterized this organism, how it causes disease
and what are the virulence factors that it
may have.”

uled salary increases for next year, he said.
Ann Gorman, who represents District 17
in Edwardsville, asked whether the budget
would have to be reduced later if the sheriff’s
department does secure a salary increase.
In that case, Parente said, the county would
have two options: ask the sheriff’s department
to pay the wage increases and require them to
come up with their own cuts; or ask the County
Board to amend the 2012 budget to increase the
sheriff’s budget.
“If it goes to binding arbitration and they get
something, my view is that they (the County
Board) don’t put money into the budget,”
Dunstan said. “He has to stay within his budget."
Dunstan added this: "Folks, this is what it is.
We’re going to have a couple of tight years, and
we’re going to have to continue doing what
we’re doing.”
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This grisly poker game greets visitors to the Seubert home.
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Every lamp is draped in a black spider web
fabric that dims the room and casts haunting
shadows on the walls.
Dozens of skeletons, from paintings to lifesized animated figures, can be found in nearly
every room, and around almost every corner
is a motion-activated prop ready to come to
life when you walk past.
“Fun and crazy is what we’re going for,”
Susan Seubert said. “I want my house to be
decorated with what is weird and different.”
Susan, who Jim considers the leader of
the project, recently attended a Disney
Leadership Conference at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville, where she learned
about Disney’s approach to customer service.
“I learned that you can’t always expect to
give people the big wow,” Susan said. “But
if you can give people a bunch of little wows
then they are going to be impressed.”
There is no shortage of “little wows” in
the Seubert home. The attention to detail
becomes very obvious when you notice that
some of the female portraits have been given
jewelry with stick-on rhinestones and that the
raccoon salt and pepper holder is wearing a
handmade wizard costume.
“That’s all Susan,” Jim said of the fine
details. “She’s incredibly creative.”
Though this is only the second time in their
young marriage that the two have decorated

their home to such an extreme, they both had
a long-lasting love of Halloween that they
shared when they met.
“We actually met on match.com right
around Halloween,” Jim said. “I had worked
in a haunted house before and Susan had
been in charge of the haunted house at her
daughter’s school in Carbondale for 10 years.
It definitely gave us a lot to talk about when
we first met.”
Since then the two have been in constant
search of Halloween decorations. They have
even collected enough that there was nowhere
to store it all during the off-season, so they
they had to box it all up and send it over to a
warehouse in St. Louis that Jim owns for his
disaster cleanup business.
“Our house is completely decorated and
there’s still eight totes full of decorations in
the warehouse,” Jim said.
The Seuberts will be hosting a big party
for the Goshen Rotary on Saturday night that
will start at 7 p.m., but children are encouraged to come by Sunday for trick-or-treating
and maybe even catch a glimpse inside of the
creepy home.
“Our goal is to keep things fun and spooky,
not bloody and gory,” Jim said.
Erik Hand is a mass communications student at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
working as an intern with the Intelligencer this
semester.

Three arrested on battery charges
The Intelligencer
Edwardsville police officers made three
arrests in domestic battery cases recently,
according to police reports.
Tyrone L. Jones, 41, was arrested about 2:30
p.m. Sunday at his home on East Park Street.
He was also charged with resisting an officer.
Abigail O.L. Winslow, 19, was arrested
Tuesday about 3:55 p.m. at her home in the

500 block of North Buchanan Street and
charged with domestic battery.
Rachael V. Malawy, 21, was arrested about
8:50 a.m. Wednesday in the 800 block of
Lancashire Drive, where she lives, and
accused of domestic battery.
Bakari J. Dechard, 31, of Edwardsville,
was arrested about 1:30 a.m. Saturday at Big
Daddy's, 132 N. Main St., and charged with
disorderly conduct.

The middle schools’ Red Ribbon Week came
to a close Friday evening when both Liberty
and Lincoln seventh and eighth graders gathered at Liberty Middle School for the annual
Fall Fling.
“Fall Fling is a great way to end our week,"
said Matt Parker, prevention counselor for the
schools. "Having positive activities like these
with the support of our students, parents, and
staff is what District 7 is all about.”
“The Fall Fling is a great way to encourage Liberty and Lincoln students to interact in
a non-competitive manner." Tschudy said. "This
will really give them a leg up when they get to
high school."
Members of the Edwardsville High School
Edwardsville Peer Influence Club (EPIC) and
the EHS Cheerleaders were also spreading the
“Say to No Drugs” message in the elementary
schools. Students from both groups visited two
to three elementary schools each morning during the schools’ morning meeting to speak to
the students about making healthy choices
and saying no to drugs. They ended their visit
by encouraging the students to participate
in a “Say No to Drugs” cheer led by the EHS
cheerleaders.
EPIC senior members Natalie Flaugher and

Cassidee Bowen were at Woodland Elementary
Tuesday morning speaking to the Woodland
students.
“It goes with the Drug Smart Program we’re
doing,” Flaugher said about their presentation
to the elementary students.
The EPIC students at Woodland all agreed
that getting the “Say No To Drugs” message out at an early age is very important.
“Definitely before they get to middle school
and high school, so that they know what’s
going on and how to say no at a young age,”
Flaugher added.
EHS prevention sponsor and health teacher
Missy Sanders said the EPIC students visit the
elementary schools each year to serve as role
models.
“We have some great kids in EPIC, so we
want to show the elementary students that to
make good choices is the right thing to do,”
said Sanders.
There are approximately 70 students in EPIC
at EHS. High school students can join the club
year-round but they must meet certain criteria
to join.
“The main criteria is to be drug and alcohol
free," Sanders said. "We also want them to have
good grades and make good choices and be
good role models because they are peer leaders."
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Butler was taken to Anderson Hospital with
undisclosed injuries.
In February, she was charged by Madison
County State’s Attorney Tom Gibbons with
aggravated driving with a blood alcohol level
of .08 or more resulting in death, and aggravated DUI resulting in death. She faces three to
14 years in prison on each count. Her case is on
the Nov. 7 jury docket.
As part of her pre-trial agreement, Butler
is prohibited from driving and was given a 7
p.m. curfew.
Prosecutors say she was in violation of
that agreement when an Alton police officer

stopped her car about 10 p.m. Sunday. The
officer cited her for violating her curfew and
ignoring the driving ban and hit her with three
misdemeanor charges: possession of less than
10 grams of marijuana, resisting arrest and
obstructing identification.
He also wrote her three traffic tickets: driving with suspended registration, driving on a
suspended license and operating an uninsured
motor vehicle.
On Monday, Circuit Judge Charles Romani
revoked her bond and issued a warrant for her
arrest. She is not in custody.
In 2007, Butler was charged with DUI and
pleaded guilty to a reduced charge of reckless
driving.
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Kathy Turner, executive director of the Metro
East Humane Society, said she received an
email from Clark that provided details of the
dogs' mistreatment.
Peppi "is very fearful and won't leave the
owner's side," Turner said.
Turner said that Thursday morning she had
100 emails from people "shocked and angered"
by reports that the dogs were abused.

Miller believes that the police detained four
youths between the ages of 14 and 17, all students at Edwardsville High School.
Turner said one of the Humane Society's
licensed investigators has consulted with an
Edwardsville animal control officer about the
case.
"If these kinds of things are happening in the
community, we would like to see prosecution
and charges filed to deter future crime," Turner
said.

