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Brett Stamps brings knowledge, passion to jazz
The famous French painter Henri Matisse once
said that “Jazz is rhythm and meaning,” and
few understand that better than Brett Stamps, as
he demonstrates through his compositions and
teaching.
Stamps was born in Washington, D.C. He
received his bachelor’s in music from the College
of William and Mary in Virginia and his master’s
in music from the University of Miami, which
is famous for its great jazz program. Today he
is the director of jazz activities and professor
in the department of music at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville.
Stamps’ instrument is the trombone, which,
despite looking very modern, goes way back several centuries to the Renaissance. Today it is one of
the most important instruments in jazz.
“I am doing a lot of playing now in traditional
jazz, the jazz of the early 20th century, and I
didn’t start doing this till I was 50 years old,” said
Stamps.
He said he thinks that the reason why the trombone became such a vital instrument in jazz has to
do with New Orleans.
“A lot of the New Orleans musicians developed
out of the marching band,” Stamps explained.
“That was a very strong influence in New Orleans,
and the trombone was a major part of that. It was
used in a unique way and so there have always
been trombonists from the very beginning, and
then you had the technicians like Tommy Dorsey
that could play the beautiful melodies.”
Some people think that the trombone is a very
simple instrument. But the fact of the matter is
that it is a very complicated one to play in both
the way players have to tie their lips, and the way

Aldemaro Romero
College Talk
they use the slide.
“When I picked it I said to myself, ‘This looks
easier than the trumpet, which had valves and the
saxophone, which had all the keys,’ and in fact it
can be pretty cumbersome. There are seven slide
positions, so the first thing you really have to do
is learn how to get a sound on it and control your
sound,” explained Stamps. “You have to use your
tongue to change notes.”
Stamps is also a composer. Like many jazz composers he uses imaginative titles for his pieces.
One is called “Gizmo’s Revenge.”
“This piece was about my cat Gizmo and my
son’s pet lizard who was encaged in glass,” Stamps
said. “And Gizmo would eye this lizard for hours
on end, and the lizard would parade around and
more or less insult the cat. Then the lizard somehow escaped from the cage and the next morning
there wasn’t too much left of the lizard when we
found it. So for this piece, I got the cat stalking the
lizard, I’ve got all kinds of elements that just kind
of made me think about the whole situation. My
son was not real happy about it.”
Stamps said that he sees many music students
interested in learning the trombone because it is
part of so many types of music. It is part of high
school marching bands, wind symphony, jazz
bands and even rock bands.
One of the courses he teaches at SIUE is improvisation. But can a professor — even one of

Stamps’ ability — teach students improvisation?
“Actually you can,” he said. “As with most
great artists, there is kind of an innate ability that
will come forth and really devise it. One of the
myths about improvisation is that you just make
stuff up on the spur of the moment. In fact improvisers have studied long and hard, they have
built almost a database in their head of ideas that
they have garnered from other musicians, created
themselves, developed in a lot of different ways
to become part of their style, and a lot of improvisation is calling up material you have already
worked on.”
In his most recent CD, “In Retrospect,” he collects some of his compositions of the last 30 years.
This album has 12 pieces originally conceived
for big band. All his pieces are full of flavor and
delightful jazziness.
Stamps invited his students to perform with
him for these recordings. One wonders if his
students get intimidated when performing pieces
written by their own professor.
“At the level that these students have become
now I don’t think that is a problem,” he said. “It is
more my problem keeping up with them because
they all played exceptionally on this recording
and I was really glad that I invited them all to be
involved. It is a lot of pleasure to hear people that
have come in as 18-year-olds, 19-year-olds, and
see what they do with their education.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard every
Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can
be reached at College_Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.
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Holbrook staying put
BELLEVILLE (AP) — State Rep.
Tom Holbrook has ended speculation
that he might run for Congress by
saying he’ll seek another term in the
Illinois House of Representatives.
Holbrook has been mentioned as
potential candidate for the U.S. House
seat being vacated fellow Democrat
Jerry Costello of Belleville. Costello
has said he won’t seek re-election.
Holbrook represents the 113th state
House District. He has held that seat
for almost 18 years.

Professor Brett Stamps with his instrument of choice.
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Schardan, however, discovered that
per-car cost through Miles would
have been $22,103.
"Chief Schardan found out that
buying these over in Missouri from
Don Brown Chevrolet, his price beat
the state bid," Trustee Rod Schmidt
said.
All four vehicles are 2012 Chevrolet
Impalas and will need to be made
duty ready.
Three of the cars will receive plastic
rear seats, at $343 per unit; graphics,
$600 per unit and graphics removal
and equipment installation, $600 per
unit.
The fourth unit will be unmarked
and will have a dash light and other
equipment installed at a cost of $350.
Trustee Craig Short said these four
new vehicles are not additions to the
police force's fleet.
"We are not adding," he said. 'We're
replacing three marked patrol cars
and one unmarked detective unit."
The motion approved by the board
did not establish a specific price as
the total cost of the adjustments to
the cars isn't exact.
Mayor Larry Gulledge, however,
said he was comfortable setting the
expense ceiling at $90,000.
"We have talked about this at several of our meetings," Gulledge said.
"It's just changed several times."
While the board approved the purchase of the new police vehicles, it
also declared three of its existing
patrol cars as surplus property.
Those three vehicles — a 1999 Ford
Taurus, a 2004 Chevrolet Impala
and a 2005 Chevrolet Impala — will
be part of the Edwardsville Police
Department's annual auction, which
is scheduled Nov. 5.
In other police related matters,
Short informed the board that the
International Association of Chiefs
of Police is conducting its annual
conference in Chicago this weekend,
and Schardan is scheduled to be one
of the featured speakers.
"I wanted to recognize him for that
honor and thank him not just for representing law enforcement in Illinois,
but our village," Short said.
Meanwhile, the board approved a
three-year contract with C.J. Schlosser
and Co. to continue conducting its
annual audits of village finances.
Schmidt said the village has used
Schlosser for the past five years.
The audit costs rise each year of the
contract — $9,375 in 2012, $9,600 in
2013 and $9,840 in 2014.
Further, any single audits would
cost an additional $1,500.
Schmidt, who serves as the
Community Improvement Board's
liaison, said the village's third annual
Fallfest, which was conducted Oct.
15, was the best yet.
"Saturday was the Fallfest in
Fireman's Park," he said. "That
was put on by the Community
Improvement Board and several entities from the village sponsored the
event. It was the best attended of the
three we've had by far."
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Nationwide, La Niña, characterized by cooler water temperatures
in the eastern Pacific, is expected
to extend drought conditions in the
west and south for another year.
Texas experienced its driest 12month period on record between
October, 2010, and September, 2011.
David Brown, NOAA's Regional
Climate Services Director, said 91
percent of Texas has experienced
extreme or exceptional drought conditions over that 12-month period.
The state has seen 3.5 million acres
burned in wildfires, and estimated
agricultural losses now total $5 billion.
Brown said southeast Texas was
more than 30 inches below its normal rainfall total for that 12-month
period.
Other states aren't fairing much
better with 87 percent of Oklahoma
and 63 percent of New Mexico also
experiencing extreme or exceptional
drought.
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A menacing black spider sits on a giant web between two trees in front of a residence on
Franklin Avenue.

The caution here is to buy something that is attractive as a keepsake,
but don't expect to profit from your
purchases.
"Over the next few days, the marketplace will be glutted with World
Series memorabilia," Corey said in
a written statement. "The chance of
any of it increasing in value in the
foreseeable future is remote."
David Doelling, a St. Louis sports
collectibles expert, said World Series
memorabilia from the 1920s, 1940s
and 1960s has appreciated because
so little of it was produced.
In many cases, the merchandise
was sold only at the stadium, he
said..
But today, licensing fees are so
high that a manufacturer has produce tens of thousands, even hundreds of thousands, of an item and
sell them in chain supermarkets and
department stores to make a profit.
Corey offered some tips for sorting out legitimate businesses from
the crooks:

Police chief testifies to finding
gun in Oduwole's apartment
By STEVE HORRELL
stevehorrell@hotmail.com
The trial of Olutosin Oduwole, the former SIUE student accused of making a terrorist threat about going
on a murderous rampage, continued Thursday, the
second day of the trial.
Wood River Police Chief Otis Steward testified first,
telling jurors about a search of Oduwole’s apartment
in which notebooks, computers, camcorders, ammunition and a loaded .25-caliber handgun were seized.
He was followed by SIUE Police Detective Rick
Weissenborn, who told jurors he came to Olutosin’s
apartment to arrest him. Weissenborn was accompanied by Steward and ATF Special Agent Paul

Heiser. On that visit, Weissenborn said there was
nothing inside the apartment that would indicate that
Oduwole had been planning a terrorist plot.
The trial will resume Monday morning at 9 a.m.
Circuit Judge Richard Tognarelli gave jurors the day
off on Friday because of scheduling conflicts at the
Madison County Criminal Justice Center, where the
trial is being held.
He told them that the case could last as late as
Wednesday.
Oduwole faces up to 15 years in prison on the
charge of attempting to make a terrorist threat. He
also faces up to a year in jail on a misdemeanor charge
of unlawful possession or storage of a weapon in a
public supported building.
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Using cut-out shapes of a dog and its doghouse,
Linley placed the dog inside the doghouse and then
spoke to the girls in their native Spanish, using the
positional word of “in.”
She then asked the girls to repeat the word in
English and asked them several times in English to
put the dog “in” the doghouse. She repeated this process with the other positional words, using the dog
and doghouse as visuals.
She also used chairs as visuals, asking the children
to stand “next to” or “between” them in an effort to
solidify the meaning of these English words.
“Using students’ native language, in this case,
Spanish, as a starting point helps the students make
connections to the new words in English and allows
them to transfer the information into the new language easier," she said. "Using the native language as
a resource as much as possible is very beneficial for
English Language Learners.”
After the 30-minute personal instruction, the two
students returned to their classroom, where Linley
accompanied them, referred to as “pushing in,” to
assist them during classroom learning activities.
“I do pull out and push in," she said. "These girls
come out two days a week, but I go in their room two
days a week. I try to not have them out all the time so
they aren’t always missing things. And then I can also
help them with whatever they are doing in the classroom, so it’s a different level of support."
Linley’s ability to speak fluent Spanish provides

s !SK THE SELLER WHERE HE IS LOCATED
and how he can be contacted after
the sale. If the seller is evasive, move
on.
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are only as good as the business issuing them. Be wary of purchasing
autographed or game-used merchandise if their source cannot be determined.
s 5SE CAUTION IN BUYING TICKETS ON
the street.
s 7HEN BUYING TICKETS THROUGH
an online auction site, look for a
seller with a long history of satisfied
customers. Scammers can hijack old
accounts, so look for a seller that has
recently sold other tickets.
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a wire transfer. Wire transfers are
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counterfeit, there will be no way to
recover the money.
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La Niña, returning for a second
year, is expected to keep the South,
southwest and southeast dry for
another year.
Brown said Arkansas, Louisiana,
Colorado and Kansas all are experiencing drought conditions to some
extent, and Arizona and Florida
could be added to that list soon.
The Arctic Oscillation, meanwhile,
is expected to dump more snow on
the northern plains, Northeast and
Great Lakes and Mid-Atlantic states,
where temperatures are expected to
be below normal.
The Arctic Oscillation turned
strongly negative at times during the
past two winters, causing outbreaks
of cold and snowy conditions in the
U.S. such as the “Snowmaggedon”
storm of 2009.
Last winter proved to be a rough
one locally, as well, as Edwardsville
District 7 students were granted nine
snow days.
From Dec. 1 through Feb. 7 last
winter, the St. Louis area received
28.5 inches of snow.

her Spanish speaking students with a little bit of extra
help, but for her other students who speak other languages, Linley said it’s “really just about using visuals
and gestures and things to help them until they reach
a higher level of English.”
The District 7 ELL population is quite diverse,
representing 16 languages including Farsi, Spanish,
Chinese, Hungarian, Dutch, Turkish and Urdu to
name a few.
Amy Chin, a part-time interpreter who speaks
Chinese, is also a part of the district’s staff. “She helps
us out a lot with our Chinese students,” Linley said.
The program has grown over the four years that
Linley has taught.
“It seems like every year our numbers go up,” she
said. “When I started, I think we had 30 kids total,
and now we have 66. We know of two kids who are
coming this month.”
She attributed some of the growth to the university
with its diverse population as well as families who
may have moved to the area to work.
N.O. Nelson Principal Tanya Patton commended
Linley for the excellent job she has done assisting the
students as they transition into an English-speaking
environment.
“She supports them in the general education environment as well as taking them into her classroom for
more direct instruction in English," Patton said.
"April has worked with at least three-fourths of our
ELL students since they came to us in kindergarten
and the growth of these students has been incredible."

The dog then entered the Coopers’
yard and bit Trena Wells on the hand,
according to the suit.
Wells hired St. Louis attorney
Zane Cagle, who filed a lawsuit
in Madison County against the
Coopers, who, according to the suit,
“knew or should have known of the
. . . dog’s vicious and dangerous propensities.”
The suit claims the couple was
negligent for allegedly failing to:
s 7ARN 7ELLS hOF THE HARM POSED
by the normally dangerous propensities of the dog in question.”
s 2ESTRAIN TRAIN REMOVE OR OTHerwise prevent the dog in question
from biting and attacking someone
who had been invited onto the defendants’ property.

s 0ROPERLY RESTRAIN THE DOG FROM
escaping into the roadway;
The suit claims that Wells’ medical expenses are more than $21,000
for injuries to her right hand, thumb
and arm.
Jurors were sworn in to Judge
Clarence Harrison’s courtroom on
Tuesday morning and attorneys
gave opening statements in the afternoon. They began deliberations on
Wednesday and reached a verdict
at 2 p.m.
They awarded Wells:
s   FOR PAIN AND SUFFERING
s   FOR hTHE LOSS OF A NORMAL
life experienced and reasonably certain to be experienced in the future."
s   FOR MEDICAL CARE EXPENSes, past and future.
s   FOR DISFIGUREMENT RESULTing from the injury.

Two bridge closings occur this weekend
ST. LOUIS (AP) — The Eads Bridge
will close for construction work at 8
p.m. Friday and remain closed until
3 a.m. Monday. Meanwhile, two eastbound lanes of the Poplar Street
Bridge also will be closed.
The bridge closing will also
affect MetroLink light rail service.

MetroLink passengers will take a bus
between the Arch-Laclede’s Landing
station and the Fifth and Missouri
station in East St. Louis.
All lanes of eastbound Interstate
64 from Jefferson Avenue to Sixth
Street in St. Louis from 8 p.m. Friday
to 5 a.m. Monday.

